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FETP Trainings Regional Regional

and Graduations Trainings Conferences

Brucellosis
Surveillance

Mass
Gathering

2014 Iragq FETP Second Outbreak
Cohort Graduation Response

Training by
the Global
Outbreak Alert
and Response
Network
(GOARN)

Research Protocol Sub-Regional

Workshop Rapid Response
Teams Training
Workshop by

EMPHNET
Public Health in Mentorship
Emergencies Workshop

Independent
Assessment of Polio
Activities in Irag by
FETP Graduates

2Pl Spotlight on the EMPHNET and Iraq FETP Partnership | 2010-2015

Support

Brucellosis Steering
Committee Meeting

Project

“Introduction
to Public
Health in Mass
Gatherings”
Workshop




Activities Overview

EMPHNET's activities in Irag can be categorized within the areas seen in the matrix below:

FETP Trainings

and Graduations

Regional
Trainings

Regional Brucellosis Mass
Conferences  Surveillance Gathering
Support Project

2010 First Cohort Didactic
Training Course

Public Health
Surveillance
During Mass
Gatherings
Workshop

2012 FETP Mentors and
Field Supervisors
Training Workshop

Iragq FETP First
Cohort Graduation

WHO Lyon,
CDC, PN-ME
Foodborne
Diseases
Training
Workshop

Rapid Response
Team Training by
EMPHNET

Regional Vital
Registration
Training for
FETPs in

the Eastern
Mediterranean
Region by
EMPHNET.

2012 TEPHINET
Conference

Spotlight on the EMPHNET and Iraq FETP Partnership | 2010-2015 |2l




5. Scientific Writing Workshop to Support Iraq Mass Gatherings Project

During May 2015, EMPHNET held a three-day Scientific Writing workshop in Amman, Jordan targeting
Iraq FETP residents and graduates. The workshop formed an important component within the Iraq
Mass Gatherings project initiated by EMPHNET in October 2014. It introduced participants to basic

structure, formatting and referencing practices used for writing papers published in scientific journals.

The workshop sessions introduced participants to referencing software and online resources
designed to ease the scientific writing process. Members of EMPHNET's team facilitated these
sessions, combining theoretical presentations and hands-on training in the agenda. Throughout the
three days, participants applied the information they received to edit the research reports they have
written as part of the Mass Gatherings Project Mini Grants component.

IOl Spotlight on the EMPHNET and Iraq FETP Partnership | 2010-2015




4. Mass Gatherings Policy Brief Meeting

EMPHNET, in collaboration with, the Irag MOH, and BEP, held a Mass Gatherings Policy Brief meeting
in Baghdad March 22-25, 2015. Attended by Irag MOH officials, the four-day meeting focused on
developing and presenting evidence-based recommendations for improving public health practices
during mass gatherings. This meeting marked the third phase of a year-long initiative focusing on
mass gatherings in Irag.

Attendees then had the opportunity to apply knowledge they gained during the workshop for the
implementation of eight field study projects in December, with the support of mentors from the Iraq
MOH and EMPHNET. This meeting focused on converting the results of the mini grant field studies
into evidence for decision-making.

Spotlight on the EMPHNET and Iraq FETP Partnership | 2010-2015 19




Another objective was encouraging the
publishing of mass gatherings surveillance
results in the literature by the residents of
FETP in the MENA region. FETP residents from
Afghanistan, Egypt, Irag, Jordan, Morocco,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Yemen
participated in the workshop. Experts from
CDC contributed in providing the training on
the workshop’s topics. EMPHNET presented
an overview of its experiences with mass
gatherings. EMPHNET and the CDC supported
projects both financially and technically to
improve public health in mass gatherings within
participant’s respective countries.

2. Public Health Surveillance During Mass
Gatherings Second Workshop

EMPHNET in collaboration with CDC and CSTE
conducted the Public Health Surveillance
During Mass Gatherings 2nd Workshop in
Morocco, between February 19 and 24, 2011.
The objectives of the workshop were to enhance
understanding of public health surveillance
at mass gathering events and to improve oral
and written scientific communications among
participating FETP residents.

3. Introduction to Public Health in Mass
Gatherings Workshop

The Irag FETP hosted the “Introduction to
Public Healthin Mass Gatherings Workshop”in
Najaf, October 14 and 18, 2014. The workshop
was held under the patronage of the Director
General of Public Health Directorate, Director
General of Operations and Specialized
Medical Services Directorate, and the Najaf
Directorate of Health. Representing the first
phase of a one-year Mass Gatherings project,
the workshop was attended by around 50
participants including all officials concerned
with Mass Gatherings in Najaf, Karbala, Babel
and Baghdad.

The main objective of this workshop was to
build participants’ capacities on different
aspects of Public Health in Mass Gatherings
including surveillance of communicable and
non-communicable diseases, and injuries,
and development of protocols of field projects
that will be implemented during the coming
Arbaeenia Mass Gathering, where the death
of Imam Al Hussein is commemorated every
year in December.
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Part V

EMPHNET Supports Efforts to Improve Public Health in Mass Gatherings in Iraq

To achieve this goal, EMPHNET conducted the following activities:

Activities at a Glance

No Name of Activity Month Year

Public Health Surveillance During Mass Gatherings

—r— September 2010

Introduction to Public Health in Mass Gatherings

Workshop October 2014

Scientific Writing Workshop to Support Irag Mass
Gatherings Project

May 2015

Activity Descriptions

1. Public Health Surveillance During Mass Gatherings Workshop

EMPHNET together with the CDC and Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists CSTE conducted
the first “Public Health Surveillance During Mass Gatherings” workshop which was held in Amman,
Jordan between September 25 and 29, 2010. The workshop aimed to raise the knowledge on the
preparedness, surveillance, and response during mass gathering events among the FETP in the
MENA region.
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discussed the transportation of the samples for
testing and the standard operational procedures
to be used for Enzyme-Linked Immuno Assay
(ELISA) and Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR)
tests. Finally, they set dates for future trainings to
be done both in Irag and Jordan for ELISA and
PCR testing as well as other trainings needed for
project implementation.

2. Follow Up Visit in Iraq

With the aim of strengthening brucellosis
surveillance, diagnostics, and control in Iraqg,
a team of experts from EMPHNET met with
officials from the CDC and the Central Public
Health Laboratory (CPHL).

In the meetings held in Baghdad, Irag between
October 12 and 13, 2015, the delegates
discussed the importance of estimating the
burden of the disease, identifying the type of
circulating Brucella in two lIragi districts.

On the second day of trip to Irag, a steering
committee meeting was held and project
expansion was discussed. It was agreed
upon that the project will be expanded to two
additional provinces, namely Alkout and Misan;
Specifically, three districts from Alkout and two
districts from Misan were identified for project
implementation. The five districts were selected
based on livestock availability, safety, and the
number of reported Brucellosis cases.

3. Molecular Diagnosis and Subtyping of Brucellosis Training

EMPHNET in collaboration with the CDC and the Jordan University for Science and Technology (JUST)
conducted a five-day training session titled “Molecular Diagnosis and Subtyping of Brucellosis®. This
training was conducted as part of the activities forming part of the “Strengthening, Surveillance, Diagnosis
and Control of Brucellosis in Irag” project which aims to prevent and control the spread of Brucella, a
potentially dangerous pathogen in a country with a high burden of disease.

The training was hosted between October 25 and 29, 2015, and its sessions were attended by 6
participants from Iraq including four lab technicians from the Central Public Health Laboratory in Irag
and two veterinarians from Central Veterinary Lab.
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7. Fourth EMPHNET Regional Conference

The Fourth EMPHNET Regional Conference was held between September 28 and October 1, 2015
in Agaba, Jordan. It provided the ideal platform for fostering excellent collaboration between FETPs,
along with other public health experts. Itnot only succeeded in creating dialogue opportunities between
different FETP residents and graduates, public health scholars, and officials around the EMR, but it
also demonstrated that FETP residents and graduates are contributing to a wide array of public health
fields through their research. The conference reiterated the need for countries to work on initiatives
to introduce more untraditional methods of
public health surveillance, to collaborate and
share experience in surveillance methods,
and to ensure availability of information for
public health professionals. It was also an
opportunity to bring the work of many FETP
residents and graduates, as well as global
public health professionals into the spotlight.
It was a valuable payback for the hard work
and dedication that FETP residents and
graduates put into their work, as well as
an opportunity for like-minded individuals
to meet and share experiences within an
educational setting.

Part IV
EMPHNET Supports Project to Strengthen Brucellosis Surveillance in Iraq

EMPHNET has been working with the Irag MOH, CDC, and other partners to strengthen brucellosis
surveillance in Irag. This effort has seen three key activities to date.

Activities at a Glance

No Name of Activity Month Year
1 Brucellosis Steering Committee Meeting June 2014
3 Molecular Diagnosis and Subtyping of Brucellosis Training October 2015

Activity Descriptions

1. Brucellosis Steering Committee role of the project’s steering committee, and

Meeting EMPHNET presented a work plan based on the
status of brucellosis in Iraqg as presented by the

In June 2014, a steering committee consisting -
representatives from Irag.

of EMPHNET’s technical team members and

specialists from Irag’s ministries of health and On the second day of the meeting, participants
agriculture met in Amman to discuss prospects identified the criteria through which they will be
for strengthening brucellosis surveillance and selecting two provinces for implementing the
diagnosis in two provinces in Irag. On the first project. According to these criteria two provinces
day of the meeting participants highlighted the were selected. The steering committee also
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on food and water borne diseases, vaccine
preventable diseases, non-communicable
diseases, vector borne diseases, zoonotic
diseases, maternal health, reproductive and
child health, and respiratory diseases.

3. EMPHNET Board of Directors Meeting

EMPHNET conducted its 5th Board of Directors
meeting in the Dead Sea, Jordan between
January 27 and 29, 2013. FETP Program
Directors from Afghanistan, Egypt, Jordan, Iraq,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Morocco, Pakistan
and Yemen, and representative from CDC
attended the meeting. The Board welcomed
Dr. Nabeel Al Kahtani, Dr. Amgad Kholyand
Dr. Ibrahim Iblan FETP Program Directors in
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Jordan respectively,
to the Board of Directors and wished them
success in their work. In the same context,
all board members expressed gratitude
and appreciation for both Dr. Mohammad
Al Mazrou from Saudi Arabia, and Dr. Iman
Abdel Kareem from Egypt, for their efforts
that contributed to the overall successes of
EMPHNET over the tenure of their membership
at the Board of Directors. The Board voted for
Prof. Abdurrahman Maaraufi as Chair for the
next tenure of two years, then handed over the
responsibilities to Prof. Maaraufi and wished
him success in undertaking his new position.
Dr. Mohannad Al-Nsour, Executive Director of
EMPHNET presented his annual report to the
Board of Directors, which was well received.

The Board of Directors also worked with Dr.
Ibrahim Agel, an independent consultant,
to develop the strategic plan of action for
EMPHNET for the coming 5 years. The meeting
was wrapped up after finalizing the next steps
in EMPHNET'’s plan of action for 2012-13.

4. First National Conference in Field
Epidemiology

The 1st Irag National Conference in Field
Epidemiology was conducted on June 1 and
2, 2013 in Thigar Governorate. The main goal
was to gather all FETP residents, graduates,
their mentors and policy makers. The event
served to highlight the most relevant public
health problems, and it facilitated networking
between different regional and international
agencies. The conference included an

opening session by EMPHNET Executive
Director Dr. Mohannad Al-Nsour.

5. Third EMPHNET Regional Conference

EMPHNET's  Third  Scientific ~ Regional

Conference became increasingly important
for echoing the quality and prominence of the
field epidemiology work that is being done in
the region, with outstanding representation
from the eight FETPs in the EMR namely; KSA,
Egypt, Jordan, Pakistan, Afghanistan, lIraq,
Yemen, and Morocco.

From the shared experiences of the Middle
East Respiratory Syndrome Novel Corona
virus (MERS-CoV), to the humanitarian and
emergency situation with the Syrian refugees.
This conference provided an opportunity to
share experiences and exchange information.
It also illustrated that our region is dealing
with serious public health challenges amid a
backdrop of challenging political unrest.

6. 61st EIS Conference in U.S

Between April 20 and April 24, 2015,
EMPHNET supported FETPs to attend the CDC
EIS conference in Atlanta, USA. During the
event’s international night, poster presentations
were given by FETP residents and graduates,
alongside other key figures. This year, from the
EMR, poster presentations were given by Egypt
and Iraq FETPs.
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Part Il

EMPHNET Supports Iraq FETP and Public Health Officials by Facilitating Opportunities
for them to Attend Regional Conferences

EMPHNET has been facilitating opportunities for Irag FETP residents, graduates, and public health
officials to attend regional conferences. Such conferences have been instrumental in creating
opportunities for knowledge sharing and the furthering of education. Such conferences include the
following:

No Name of Activity Month Year
1 Second EMPHNET / 5th TEPHINET Scientific Regional December 2011
Conference

3 EMPHNET Board of Directors Meeting January 2013

5 Third EMPHNET Regional Conference December 2013

7 Fourth EMPHNET Regional Conference

Activity Descriptions

1. Second EMPHNET / 5th TEPHINET
Scientific Regional Conference

EMPHNET and TEPHINET collaborated to
organize the 2nd EMPHNET / 5th TEPHINET
Scientific Regional Conference which was held
in Egypt, Sharm Al Sheikh from December 6 to
9, 2011. The event saw around 150 participants
from the field of epidemiology and public
health from the region and other countries.
The importance of the conference lay in the
exchange of experiences between FETP
residents, graduates and experts in the region,
the enhancement of FETP capacity in the region,
and the development and support of training
courses and workshops for FETP residents
and graduates in the field of epidemiology
and public health. Also, EMPHNET, TEPHINET,
and CDC have arranged three pre-conference
workshops: 1. Non-Communicable Diseases
(NCDs). 2. Symposium on Pandemic and
Emergencies: Ethics Planning and Response.
3. Epidemiological Methods in Humanitarian
Emergencies. This event was attended by
FETP residents and graduates from across the
region including Iraq.
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September 2015

2. TEPHINET Conference 2012

The 2012 Seventh TEPHINET Global Scientific
Conference added a major milestone to
EMPHNET's success. It was held in Amman from
November 10to 15, 2012. Hosted by EMPHNET
and Jordan’s MOH, the conference was
attended by over 400 international professionals
who gathered from 63 countries. Participants
included FETP residents and graduates; public
health officials; representatives of national,
regional and international public health
organizations; and university professors.

All gathered under a global platform to
share lessons and explore solutions to
emerging public health problems. More
than 1000 abstracts were submitted for
review and evaluation by the conference
scientific committee. 251 abstracts from 47
countries were selected for presentation
at the conference, out of which 120 oral
presentations and 116 poster presentations
were given. Presentations covered a wide
range of topics that were of concern to many
countries around the globe, with specific focus
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10. Rapid Response Teams Training by
EMPHNET in Collaboration with BEP
and CDC

EMPHNET held a five-day Rapid Response
Teams (RST) training in Amman, Jordan. Hosted
from March 28 to April 1, 2015, the training was
held in collaboration with both the CDC and
BEP. Its sessions brought together specialists
from the MOH of Pakistan, Irag, Egypt, Jordan,
Morocco and Tunisia. The overall goal of this
training was to build the capacity of public
health specialists working in the EMR whereby
participants were being trained in areas of
public health surveillance, outbreak detection,
outbreak investigation, rapid response, disease
control and evidence-based decision making.

11. Round Table Discussion on
Preventing Emerging and Re-emerging
Infectious Diseases by EMPHNET

© @

EMPHNET

EMPHNET, with support from BEP, held a two-
day round table discussion on preventing
emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases.
The event was held in May and hosted in

Amman, Jordan. It brought together general
directors of public health and primary health
care, directors of communicable diseases
control departments, directors of animal health
departments, and other specialists from the
ministries of health of four countries namely:
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, and Morocco. At the end
of the two-day event, EMPHNET launched a
mini grant projects competition to improve
biorisk management concerning emerging
and reemerging infectious diseases in the
participating countries.

12. Ebola Virus Disease RST Workshop
Offering Facilitation Opportunity for
Iraq FETP

EMPHNET, in collaboration with the WHO, held
a five-day Ebola Virus Diseases (EVD) Rapid
Response Teams (RST) Training. The training
commenced on May 24, 2015 in Amman
Jordan. Thirty-five participants attended the
event including epidemiologists, laboratory
experts, prevention and control specialists,
and experts of veterinary epidemiology from
Syria, Jordan, Palestine, and Libya.

The training was designed to build the capacity
of participants at national levels, enabling
participants to effectively investigate and
respond to the cases and outbreaks of EVD
and other emerging infections.

The training included a simulation exercise,
with presentations and field work designed
by the World Health Organization. Facilitators
from EMPHNET, Jordan’s MOH, FETP

Iragq, Egypt Society of Epidemiology, FETP
Morocco, NAMRU 3, the WHO-EMRO, WHO
headquarters, and Al Bashir Hospital in Jordan
participated in the workshop.
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8. Rapid Assessment and Investigation of Outbreaks of Suspicious Origin Workshop

EMPHNET held a five-day workshop on the
“Rapid Assessment and Investigation of
Outbreaks of Suspicious Origin” in Amman,
Jordan between January 17 and 21, 2015.
The workshop was designed to arm field
epidemiologists from Irag, Egypt, Yemen,
Morocco, Tunisia, Pakistan, and Jordan with
the skills needed to investigate outbreaks
of suspicious origins. The workshop was
conducted to enable participants to rapidly
detect, assess, and respond to outbreaks
induced by contaminated food and water sources. The event inauguration was attended by Managing
Director to the Middle East Scientific Institute for Security (MESIS) His Highness Al Sharif Nasser Bin
Nasser, Executive Director of EMPHNET Dr. Mohannad Al-Nsour, and health professionals from Iraq,
Egypt, Yemen, Morocco, Tunisia, Pakistan, and Jordan.

9. Polio Outbreak Investigation and Response Workshop by EMPHNET, CDC, and
Regional Polio Eradication Partners

EMPHNET inaugurated on February 7, 2015 a six-day workshop titled “Polio Outbreak Investigation
and Response” in Amman, Jordan. The workshop was conducted in collaboration with the CDC, the
WHO and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). The event brought together 38 participants
coming from Jordan, UAE, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Egypt, Somalia, Sudan, Yemen, and Iraq. Facilitated
by a team of experts from EMPHNET, UNICEF, CDC, WHO, and the National Polio Certification
Committee in Jordan, the workshop’s sessions covered a wide range of topics including basic
strategies for Polio eradication, the progress seen in the global Polio Eradication Initiative from 2001
until the present date, the regional status on Polio eradication, Polio vaccines, and other pressing
topics. Its sessions represented the first step in a series of activities designed to build a Roster of
Polio Experts from the pool of human resources available at the regional level within the EMR. Experts
listed on the roster are to investigate and respond to Polio outbreaks, while implementing the “end-
game” plan and “WHO/UNICEF Strategic Plan for Polio Outbreak Response in the Middle East.”
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country FETP programs; and to provide a regional
platform for exchanging views, ideas and best
practices on CRVS in the region. It included
participants from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen,
Jordan, Irag and the hosting country Morocco.
The training targeted FETP residents and mentors
with strong analytical background and who have
an interest in civil registration, vital statistics, or
its implications for maternal and infant under 5
mortality rates.

5. Outbreak Response Training by the
Global Outbreak Alert and Response
Network (GOARN)

EMPHNET worked within a team of facilitators
forming the Outbreak Response Training
program by the Global Outbreak and Alert
Response Network (GOARN). As part of its
involvementinthe program, itheld a lecture titled
“Steps of Outbreak Investigation”. The training
was conducted in Jordan, between March 25
and 31, 2014, to be the first of its kind in the
Eastern Mediterranean Region. A committee
consisting of WHO Headquarters, WHO,
EMRO, and EMPHNET, selected participants
from the FETP countries based on a certain
set of criteria. Twenty out of 24 participants
were from EMR countries and eleven out of
twenty participants were participating from
FETP countries namely Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Yemen, lIraq, Egypt, Jordan, and Morocco.

6. Sub-Regional Rapid Response Teams
Training Workshop by EMPHNET

EMPHNET hosted the Sub-Regional Rapid
Response Teams Training Workshop in Amman
Jordan, between June 22 and 26, 2014, kicking
off proceedings in the presence of Director for
Communicable Diseases Department from the
Jordan MOH Dr. Mohammad Abdallat, alongside

FETP Coordinator and Member of EMPHNET
Board of Directors Dr. Amgad Al Kholy and
EMPHNET’s Executive Director Dr. Mohannad
Al-Nsour. The workshop was attended by 27
participants from Egypt, Irag, Jordan, Lebanon,
and Yemen. It covered a wide range of topics
pertaining to rapid response. Its sessions aimed
to introduce participants to the nature of public
health emergencies, offering a particular focus
on the Syrian refugee crisis. The event agenda
also covered a full range of topics pertaining
to concepts of Risk, Reduction, Readiness,
Response, and Recovery (The Four R's).

7. Mentorship Workshop
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Recognizing mentorship as the crucial
component for enhancing the educational
experiences of Field Epidemiology Training
Program (FETP) residents, EMPHNET and the
CDC hosted a three-day mentorship workshop
in Amman, Jordan, commencing November
5, 2014. The event was attended by FETP
resident advisors, residents, and graduates
from both Yemen and Irag. Its agenda
combined both practical training sessions and
presentations highlighting the characteristics
of good mentorship practices. CDC Senior
Epidemiologist and Resident FETP Advisor Dr.
Robert Fontaine commenced the workshop by
highlighting the essential activities carried out
in line with FETP goals and FETP activities. The
second day of the workshop comprised a review
of the planned study guide to be followed by FETP
residents. These reviews were then followed by
practical implementation of the steps outlined in
the guide. Furthering the practical aspects of the
workshop, the third day included presentations
prepared by participants to highlight proposed
activities that can be implemented by FETP
residents, with emphasis on the role of effective
mentorship in implementing activities.
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Activity Descriptions

1. Regional Workshop for Excellence in
Reporting Science

EMPHNET, TEPHINET, and the CDC jointly
sponsored a workshop titled “Excellence in
Reporting Science”. Hosted between May 1 and
12,2011, the course was held in Amman, Jordan.
It was attended by FETP residents from Iraqg
and Yemen. Its agenda included two weeks of
instruction (approximately 80 hours of classroom
contact time and 30 hours of out-of-class time).

Each participant searched the international
peer-reviewed literature, chose a journal that
seemed appropriate for his/her subject matter,
wrote a brief scientific report, and submitted it
for review. These reports were reviewed by the
workshop leader and by at least three additional
resource reviewers. At the end of the course,
each participant translated his scientific report
into a non-technical oral presentation for an
audience of his choice. Then, he/she presented
it orally to his colleagues and mentors.

2. WHO Lyon, CDC, PN-ME Foodborne
Diseases Training Workshop

Driven by the need to address foodborne diseases
in the EMR, the WHO, CDC, PulseNet-Middle
East (PN-ME) and Naval Army Medical Research
Unit-3 (NAMRU-3) conducted a Foodborne
diseases training workshop. Representatives from
Ministries of Health in Bahrain, Egypt, Irag, Jordan,
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar
and Municipality of Dubai attended the four-day
workshop which took place between March 25
and 28 of 2012, in Amman, Jordan. Graduates
of Egypt, Irag, Jordan and Morocco FETPs
participated in the workshop as observers.

Under the title of “Joint PulseNet-Middle East
(PNME) and Global Foodborne Infections Network
(GFN),” the training workshop included plenary
sessions, lectures, group works, case studies and
tabletop exercises on diversified topics related to
food safety and foodborne diseases. Experts from
WHO, CDC, NAMRU-3 and EMPHNET facilitated
the workshop sessions. EMPHNET’s team gave a
lecture on “Examples of Outbreak Investigations
in EMR”. On the sidelines of the workshop,
EMPHNET’s delegation also met with WHO EMRO,
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CDC, PulseNET, and NAMRU-3 representatives,
in addition to public health representatives from
Dubai, Morocco, Lebanon, Qatar, Bahrain and
Irag.

During these meetings, they discussed their
interest to collaborate in different public health
projects including projects related to food safety
and foodborne diseases. It is worth noting that
all participants stressed the need to establish
networks of epidemiologists and laboratorians
on national and provincial levels to facilitate
information  sharing across ministries  thus
improving outbreak investigations on foodborne
diseases.

3. Rapid Response Team Training by
EMPHNET

In July 2012, EMPHNET launched the Rapid
Response Teams Training in the Eastern
Mediterranean Region. As part of its activities,
participants went on a field visit to Zaatari Camp
for Syrian refugees. The participants of this
training workshop were from Afghanistan, Egypt,
Jordan, Irag, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Pakistan,
Syria, Sudan and Yemen. A total of 34 participants
trained in a week - long course with facilitators from
EMPHNET, NAMRU-3, WHO and CDC.

The purpose of this course was to construct
the platform for national rapid response teams
and to find suitable candidates for the Regional
Rapid Response Teams Training. Nineteen out
of 34 were selected as members of the Regional
Rapid Response Teams and trained in a three -
week course titled “Advanced Rapid Response
Teams Training” which was conducted between
September 16th to October 4th, 2012.

4. Regional Vital Registration Training for
FETPs in the Eastern Mediterranean
Region by EMPHNET

EMPHNET, in collaboration with the CDC,
conducted a five-day training workshop between
September 24 and 28, 2012 in Rabat, Morocco.
The regional workshop aimed at providing
information on the source and range of uses
of existing vital statistics data and to identify
potential areas for country-level improvement.
Furthermore, the training served to pilot the
CDC civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS)
curriculum before releasing it for general use by




such as rapid assessment, surveillance, population estimation, and survey design. The workshop
sessions also touched on other public health concerns such as nutrition, mental health, and mortality,
while highlighting the relevance of these issues to the IDP crisis in Irag. Such workshops fall directly
in line with EMPHNET’s interests and areas of work. With a mission to improve public health for
people in the EMR, EMPHNET views this event as a valuable opportunity for capacity building and
for improving the quality of health services provided to this segment of the population.

Part ll:

EMPHNET Supports Iraq FETP Residents, Iraq FETP Graduates, and Public Health
Officials to Attend to Regional Trainings

Seeing knowledge sharing as a key component leading to enriching efforts made to improve public
health in the region, EMPHNET also supported Irag FETP residents and graduates by holding regional
workshops covering areas of interest in their fields of work.

Activities at a Glance

No Name of Activity Month Year

1 Regional Workshop for Excellence in Reporting Science May 2011

3 Rapid Response Team Training by EMPHNET July 2012

Outbreak Response Training by the Global Outbreak Alert

and Response Network (GOARN) eI L

7 Mentorship Workshop November 2014

Polio Outbreak Investigation and Response Workshop by

EMPHNET, CDC, and Regional Polio Eradication Partners FEAMEY 2015

Round Table Discussion on Preventing Emerging and Re-

emerging Infectious Diseases by EMPHNET S 2015
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the most commonly used scientific research
methodologies. Its sessions offered a hands-on
experience for those in attendance, boasting
an agenda that combined presentations,
discussions, and practical exercises where
participants were familiarized with the elements
of effective research. Atthe end of the workshop,
attendees finalized their own concept papers
and later transformed them into research
protocols, ready for future implementation. This
event was held as part of ongoing efforts made
to introduce FETP residents to the benefits of
constructive research.

9. Public Health in Emergencies

Between August 17 and 21, 2014, ten
graduates from the Irag FETP and five
MOH officials participated in an Emergency
Response Workshop titled “Public Health in
Emergencies”. Held in Amman, the workshop
targeted field epidemiologists working on
emergency response related to the lraqi
Internally Displaced People (IDP) crisis and
emergency situations. Its sessions were held
in coordination with both EMPHNET and the
Emergency Response and Recovery Branch
(ERRB) of the CDC.

F
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10. Independent Assessment of Polio
Activities in Iraq by FETP Graduates

The lrag FETP was requested by the World
Health Organization Eastern Mediterranean
Regional Office (WHO-EMRO) and the lIraq
MOH to conduct an independent assessment
of Polio activities in Iraq, following two reported
cases of Polio in Iraq earlier in 2014. To carry
out this task, a number of Iragq FETP graduates
attended a one-day training session. The
training, supported by EMPHNET, was hosted
in Amman on August 22, 2014. It included
presentations on the standard methodology to
be adopted, using the assessment tool and the
protocol. The main aim of the assessment was
to determine if the activities implemented in Irag
fall in line with WHO recommendations for post
outbreak period. The team assigned for this
investigation developed a work plan comprising
a detailed timetable for implementation and
submission of final reports. More specifically,
the investigation was set to commence mid-
September 2014,

11. Iraq FETP Third Cohort Graduation

Under the Patronage of Irag’s Minister of
Health, Dr. Adela Hmoud of the Irag Public
Health Unit, the graduation of the third FETP
Cohort commenced March 4, 2015. Supported
by EMPHNET, the ceremony was held at the
Babylon Warwick Hotel in Baghdad, with the
presence of MOH representatives Dr. Abdul
Sattar alSaedy and Director of Public Health Dr.
Ziad Tareq; and EMPHNET’s Executive Director
Dr. Mohannad Al-Nsour.

12. Workshop on Emergency Response
for Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

In collaboration with International Medical
Corps (IMC) Baghdad office, the lrag FETP
conducted a workshop on Emergency
Response for IDPs. Hosted in Baghdad during
April 2015, the workshop was attended by 24
participants from six governorates. The aim of
this workshop was to build the capacities of
public health specialists working in the field
of epidemiology and especially those field
specialists directly working with IDPs in Irag.
The workshop covered epidemiologic methods
used in complex humanitarian emergencies
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public health infrastructure. It saw the
participation of ten Iraqgi officials from the
technical units at the MOH and five professors
from Baghdad University. The participants
reviewed curriculum content and they sat for
an orientation session on field supervisory
responsibilities. They learned how to support
officers with outbreak investigations, and they
finalized the timetable for the graduation of
the first Cohort in 2012. Activities included
presentations, discussions, scenario-building,
role-playing, and the finalization of a multi-year
work plan. Outcomes included a curriculum
that all parties agreed to implement with the
first Cohort, a schedule of activities for 2010-
2012, and a set of recommended action steps
for implementation over the next twelve months.

3. Water and Food Safety Workshop

EMPHNET supported residents of the first
Cohort in their participation in a water and food
safety workshop conducted by CRDF and Irag-
MOH during the period between July 20 and
27, 2011. The workshop included lectures and
cases studies facilitated by a number of experts
from CDC, Bahrain University, and Jordan
University of Science and Technology (JUST).
The residents submitted eleven abstracts to be
presented in the 2nd EMPHNET / 5th TEPHINET
Global Scientific Conference, and they
participated in a training course on the role of
laboratory practices in field epidemiology in the
Central Public Health Lab of the Irag-MOH. The
training continued for one week, and it included
presentations and practical trainings in priority
communicable diseases in the country.

4. Didactic Course for Iraq FETP 2nd
Cohort

On December 1, 2011, 11 residents joined the
lraq FETP, representing the second Cohort.
They were all physicians, and ten were already
working in the Irag-MOH. One resident was
working as an occupational physician to a public
chemical industry. The new Cohort started their
didactic course, with the support of EMPHNET,
in the department of Community Medicine of
the Baghdad College of Medicine. The didactic
course included lectures and case studies given
by the faculties of the Community Medicine
Department, covering the ten core competencies

of FETPs, and other subjects relevant to public
health in Iragi settings.

5. FETP Mentors and Field Supervisors
Training Workshop

EMPHNET supported lrag FETP at the Iraq
FETP Mentors and Field Supervisors training
workshop held Between May 20 and 24 of
2012. The workshop was sponsored by CDC
and facilitated by three experts from the CDC,
alongside the Irag FETP Resident Advisor.
Eleven participants from the MOH, five faculty
members from the Department of Community
Medicine - College of Medicine of Baghdad
University, and the Director General of the
National Center of Occupational Health and
Safety - Ministry of labor and Social Affairs
attended the workshop. Hosted at the Dead
Sea in Jordan, the workshop familiarized the
field supervisors with the core competencies
they need for ensuring the success of the
second Cohort of residents

6. Iraq FETP First Cohort Graduation

On November 28, 2012, EMPHNET’s Executive
Director Dr. Mohannad Al-Nsour spoke at the
graduation of the first Cohort of Irag FETP. The
ceremony was held under the patronage of the
Iragi Minister of Health, Dr. Majid Hamad Amin,
and it saw the participation of the Iragi Ministry
of Higher Education and Scientific Research,
the WHQO, and the CDC.

7. Iraq FETP Second Cohort Graduation

InMarch 2014, EMPHNET’s Executive Director Dr.
Mohannad Al-Nsour spoke at the Second Cohort
Graduation alongside representatives from Irag’s
MOH, Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, and the CDC. The ceremony was held
under the patronage Irag’s Minister of Health
His Excellency Dr. Majid Hamad Amin who was
represented by his Deputy for Technical Affairs.
Event highlights included inspirational talks.

8. Research Protocol Workshop

EMPHNET in cooperation with the CDC held
a “Research Protocol” workshop in Amman,
Jordan between April 6 and 10, 2014. The
workshop offered its participants a survey of
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Activities in Detail

Part |

EMPHNET Supports Iraq FETP

EMPHNET has supported the Irag FETP since 2010 by offering trainings that build the capacities of

FETP residents and graduates.

Activities at a Glance

No Name of Activity

1 First Cohort Didactic Training Course

Month Year

November 2010

3 Water and Food Safety Workshop

July 2011

5 FETP Mentors and Field Supervisors Training Workshop

May 2012

7 Irag FETP Second Cohort Graduation

March 2014

9 Public Health in Emergencies

August 2014

11 Iragq FETP Third Cohort Graduation

March 2015

Activity Descriptions

1. First Cohort Didactic Training Course

On November 7, 2010, the first Irag FETP
Cohort began their didactic training course,
with support from EMPHNET. The course was
conducted in the Department of Community
Medicine at the College of Medicine of
Baghdad University. The Cohort consisted of
ten residents from different governorates. They
spent the first 12 weeks sitting for a didactic
courses at Baghdad University where they built
a solid foundation in epidemiology. They then
went on to complete eight weeks of short term
assignments within the Irag Ministry of Health
(MOH), followed by nine months of long term
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field assignments within MOH, and finally they
completed field. work at the governorate level.

2. Iraq FETP Development Workshop

The FETP Development Workshop was
conducted in March 2011 as a collaborative
effort shared between EMPHNET, the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), the World Health Organization-lrag
(WHO), the lIrag-MOH, the Iragi Ministry of
Higher Education, and the U.S. Department
of State. The workshop aimed to strengthen
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List of Abbreviations

Bio-security Engagement Program BEP

Central Public Health Laboratory CPHL

Enzyme-Linked Inmuno Assay ELISA

Ebola Virus Disease EVD

Emergency and Recovery Branch ERRB

Internally Displaced Persons IDP

Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Corona Virus MERS-CoV

United States Naval Medical Research Unit #3 NAMRUS3-

Polymerase Chain Reaction PCR

United Nations Children's Fund UNICEF

World Health Organization Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office WHO-EMRO
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EMPHNET’s Activities in Iraq

About the Partnership between EMPHNET and Iraq FETP

EMPHNET works in partnership with Ministries of Health (MOH), non-government organizations,
international agencies, the private sector, and other public health institutions both in the region and
globally to strengthen public health and applied epidemiology. It provides professional technical
assistance in applied public health research and applied epidemiology to graduates and residents
of the Field Epidemiology Training Programs (FETPs) within countries of the Eastern Mediterranean
Region (EMR). FETPs are ministries of health programs that lead efforts to investigate and respond to
outbreaks. They evaluate and improve communicable and non-communicable diseases surveillance
systems, and they build epidemiologic workforce and systems in their respective countries.

With more than 350 graduates, FETPs in the EMR have more than 20 years of collective experience in
building public health capacity and surveillance systems. These FETPs have trained epidemiologists
in their countries who in turn assist in training epidemiologists in neighboring countries. EMPHNET
started working with the Irag Ministry of Health in 2010 when the Irag FETP was established in
collaboration with the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
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