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Editor’s Letter In This Issue
The Cholera Outbreak, an On-
going Challenge in Yemen
 

The Morocco Field Epidemi-
ology Training Program and 
Pakistan Field Epidemiology 
and Laboratory Training Pro-
grams Gain Accreditation   

Tunisia Field Epidemiology 
Training Program Integrates 
the Use of Technology 

EMR Makes Notable Presence 
at the TEPHINET  10th Global 
Scientific Conference 

Dear Reader,
Happy New Year! 

On behalf of the GHD/EMPHNET family, we hope that this 
year brings with it new achievements, new reasons to cel-
ebrate, and good  tidings for you all.  We are very happy to 
start off this year by presenting to you the first issue of our 
FETP Newsletter series. This newsletter series was issued  as 
a reflection of the pride we feel towards our region’s country 
programs, as we believe that the monumental work done by 
FETPs in the region is worth highlighting and learning from. 
In fact, this newsletter is a testimony of the hard work and 
dedication of FETP residents and graduates across the EMR. 

In this newsletter we dedicate sections for the news of dif-
ferent country programs, and we also feature the cholera 
outbreak in Yemen. Furthermore, we highlight the presence 
of FETPs in conferences, and we feature different success 
stories from different countries. We also dedicate a  section 
to our region’s contributions to the TEPHINET global confer-
ence, and on a lighter note we present you with quizzes and 
challenges designed to test your knowledge. 

We hope that you find in this issue a valuable reading expe-
rience and that the articles it features serve as a source of 
knowledge for you all. 

 We do welcome your feedback and comments regarding 
the content you read, as this is your publication and we 
want to respond to your needs. 

Wishing you further success and growth
Happy Reading 
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As of December 2019, and according to the Eu-
ropean Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion ( ECDC), Yemen reported 2 226 610 sus-
pected Cholera cases and 3761 deaths. These 
figures deem it one of the countries reporting 
the largest increase in number of reported 
Cholera cases when compared to others. 

The Numbers
The Yemen Cholera outbreak was first an-
nounced in early October 2016, and by January 
2017 the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean (WHO EMRO) considered the 
outbreak to be unusual in its rapid and wide 
geographical spread.

According to the WHO, the earliest cases were 
predominantly in the capital, Sana’a, with 
some occurring in Aden. However, by  mid-De-
cember that year, 135 districts of 15 governo-
rates had reported suspected cases, but near-
ly two-thirds were confined to Aden, Al-Bayda, 
Al-Hudaydah and Taiz. By mid-January 2017, 
80% of the Cholera cases were located in 28 
districts and the number had been on the rise 
ever since.

UNICEF and WHO attributed the causes of the 
outbreak to malnutrition, as well as collapsing 
sanitation and the lack of availability of clean 
water systems. The country’s ongoing con-

flict, and the resulting displacement of people 
make masses subject to lack of adequate food, 
water, housing or sanitation. Such shortages 
have been made worse by naval and air block-
ades, whereby bombing has damaged, health-
care, water and sanitation infrastructure. 

A vaccination program was not introduced in 
Yemen until more than a million people were 
ill, according to the WHO. The Internation-
al Coordinating Group on Vaccine Provision, 
which maintains vaccine stockpiles for Chol-
era, announced a plan in June 2017 to send 
one million doses of oral Cholera vaccine (OCV) 
to Yemen, but that plan stalled and it wasn’t 
until May 2018 that the first oral Cholera vac-
cine campaign in Yemen was launched. At that 
point, the WHO and UNICEF delivered oral vac-
cines to 540,000 individuals by August 2018. 

According to the WHO, in July 2019, the Minis-
try of Public Health and Population of Yemen 
reported 19,459 suspected cases of Cholera 
with 11 associated deaths that month.

The cumulative total number of suspected 
Cholera cases from 1 January 2018 to 21 July 
2019 was recorded to be 885,982, with 1259 
associated deaths. Within these figures, the  
children under five represent 24.2 % of total 
suspected cases reported that year. 

Feature Story
The Cholera Outbreak , an Ongoing Challenge
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By the end of 2019, the outbreak affected  22 
of 23 governorates and 301 of 333 districts in 
Yemen. From week 8 of 2019, reported sus-
pected cholera cases started increasing, thus 
reaching more than 29500 cases in week 14. 
The number of cases increased further with 
the start of rain season i.e. week 23 of the 
year. However, since week 27, less cases were 
reported every week.

The governorates reporting the highest num-
ber of suspected cases of Cholera during 
2019 were Amanat Al Asimah (76408), Sana’a 
(62598), Al Hudaydah (61746) , Hajjah (49152), 
Ibb (46184),  Dhamar (45181) and Arman 
(35952). 

Efforts Made by the Field Epidemiology 
Program in Yemen (Y-FETP)
Throughout this crisis, the Y-FETP has been 
contributing to efforts made to alleviate the 
Cholera outbreak effects. 
In an outbreak investigation it made in Novem-
ber 2019 in the Mayfa Ans District, Dhamar 
Governorate, Yemen, the team confirmed that 
a total of 16 cases met the case definition, 
62% of these cases were females. The over-
all attack rate was 2.2 /10,000. Furthermore, 
it identified the risk factors to be poor latrine 
status, contact with other infected persons, 
and eating uncleaned guava fruit. The team 
also announced that poor sanitation, person-
al hygiene and contaminated food were other 
risks factors contributing to the outbreak. To 
reduce the effects of such factors, the team 
also recommended an extensive effort to 
be made towards increasing the community 
awareness towards hand washing, personal 

hygiene, chlorination of water and washing 
fruits before consumption.
On a wider scale, the team is also investi-
gating the impact of awareness promotion 
among cholera patients and their households 
contacts. Within this investigation, a total of 
704,235-suspected cases and 915 deaths were 
reported from January 1 to October 4, 2019. 

This study looks at these cases to determine 
the impact of Cholera awareness promotion 
on knowledge of Cholera transmission and 
prevention, handwashing practices, and inci-
dence of symptomatic Cholera infection. 

For its implementation, a Randomized Con-
trolled Trial will be conducted among all pa-
tients complaining from acute watery diarrhea 
(three or more times within 24 hours) who 
attend at health facilities in Al Hudaydah City 
and their households contact during the pe-
riod from October to December 2019. Report 
findings and recommendations will be pre-
sented to Diarrhea Control Program, National 
Center of Health Education and Communica-
tion, Ministry of Water and Sanitation, and to 
include the Cholera awareness promotion – as 
low-cost intervention for prevention and con-
trol of Cholera.

The Verdict
Efforts on several fronts continue to be made 
towards reducing the impact of the Cholera 
outbreak, with hopes of its effects to subside 
in the coming year. However, work needs to be 
done towards increasing people’s awareness 
on how to reduce their risks of contracting the 
disease.

We live in a world at constant risk 
of public health emergencies. In our 
increasingly interconnected world, 
public health emergencies can af-

fect anyone, anywhere

                                      Tedros Adhanom
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THE FETP HALL 
OF FAME 
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•	 We congratulate from Afghanistan Dr Ba-
hara Rasooly, Dr Malik Mihraban, Mr Mo-
hsen Hassanyar, Ms Marizia Mohmand, 
Ms Humaira Nesaht, Dr. Fazil Rabi Isaqzai, 
and Dr Shukour Nasimi for submitting an 
award-winning abstract to the Kabul FMIC 
Scientific Conference held in August 2019. 

•	 We congratulate from Egypt Dr. Hesham 
Magdy, Dr. Hala BahaaEldin, and Dr. Saly 
Wagdy Attia for presenting abstracts that 
were presented at TEPHINET’s 10th Glob-
al Scientific Conference held in Atlanta in 
October 2019. We also congratulate Dr. 
Rania Attia for winning fourth place at the 
conference photo contest.  From another 
angle, we congratulate Dr. Manal Fahim, 
Dr. Shereen Elghazaly and Dr. Hend Els-
haikh for presenting their abstracts in the 
2nd EMARIS Scientific Conference held in 
Morocco in November 2019. Finally, we 
commend   Dr. Heba Ahmad for having 
her poster presentation being selected 
amongst the top five in the same event.  

•	 We congratulate from Jordan Dr. Sa’ed 

Assaf  for presenting one of two oral pres-
entations at the 68th Annual Epidemic In-
telligence Service (EIS) Conference in At-
lanta last April 2019. We also congratulate 
Dr. Rakan Aburoman, Dr. Mohammad  
Alhawarat, and Dr. Nansi Abdulrahim   
for presenting their abstracts at the TE-
PHINET 10th Scientific Global Conference. 
 

•	 We congratulate from KSA Dr. Fat-
ma AlGhawi for winning the Best Post-
er Award at the 2nd conference taking 
place in November 2019 and Dr.Nada 
AlGhawi for being one of the top five 
oral presenters at the same event. 

•	 We congratulate from Pakistan Dr. Mun-
naza Fatima for receiving an award for 
best poster presentation at the 68th An-
nual Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) 
Conference in Atlanta last April 2019 and 
Dr. Sanam Rehan for winning third place 
at the TEPHINET 10th Global scientific 
Conference held in Atlanta in October, 
and finally Dr. Mohammad Bashir for win-
ning second place in the same contest.  

The FETP Hall of Fame 
Country Programs congratulate the following residents

Congratulations for a year 
of achievements !
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Country Program News
Congratulations for Graduating in 2019 !
Different country programs celebrated their graduations this year

The Egypt Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Celebrates the Graduation of Cohort 19 
On February 4, 2019, the Egyptian Ministry 
of Health and Population (MoHP) celebrated 
the graduation of Egypt Field Epidemiology 
Training Program Cohort 19. The ceremony 
concluded with the graduation and recogni-
tion of 21 epidemiologists who were named 
FETP graduates after fulfilling all their gradu-
ation requirements. Chief of Preventive Sec-
tor – MoHP Dr. Alaa Eid, Head of Preventive 
Sector Technical Office – MoHP Dr. Mohamad 
Abd El-Fattah, General Director of Epidemiol-
ogy and Surveillance Department- MoHP Dr. 
Hanaa Abu Elsood, and Field Epidemiology 
Training Program Coordinator– MoHP Dr. Sa-
har Samy were in attendance. In a speech he 
gave to the attendees, Dr. Alaa Eid commend-
ed the program for its contributions and ac-
tive presence during any public health event. 
Addressing the graduates, Dr. Eid emphasized 
the importance of not only gaining knowledge 
but also sharing it by serving as mentors for 
future cohorts. The graduates will move on 
to work in the MoHP where they will be re-
sponsible for responding to outbreaks and 
other health events. They will work to com-
pile surveillance data of communicable and 
non-communicable diseases, and train other 
residents.

The Egypt Public Health Empowerment Pro-
gram (PHEP-BFE ) Graduates Present Their 
Achievements 
Also last January, a two-day workshop was held 
in Cairo during which graduates of Cohorts 1 
and 2 at national, intermediate, and local levels 
of the Public Health Empowerment Program-Ba-
sic Field Epidemiology (PHEP-BFE) presented 
their achievements. Their presentations high-
lighted  their impact on the improvement of sur-
veillance reporting as well as their contributions 
and responses to the investigation of outbreaks 
and public health events. They also presented 
the improvement in the quality of surveillance 
data and reporting timeliness overtime and es-
pecially after their graduation in the presence 
of leaders from the Ministry of Health and pro-
gram Mentors. The goal of this workshop was 
to keep the program sustainable and to engage 
the participants after their graduation for future 
cohorts.

The Jordan Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Holds Graduation for Cohorts 12 and 13
The Jordan Field Epidemiology Training Program 
celebrated the graduation of Cohorts 12 and 13 
on June 19, 2019. The ceremony witnessed the 
graduation of 13 residents, all of whom have 
successfully completed the requirements of the 
two-year program. 
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The Tunisia Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Graduates Second Cohort
Under the patronage of H.E. the Minister of Pub-
lic Health in Tunisia Dr. Sonia Ben Cheickh, the 
graduation ceremony of the second cohort of 
Tunisia’s Field Epidemiology Training Program 
(T-FETP) took place in Tunis in October 2019. 
The National Observatory for Emerging and 
Re-emerging Diseases (ONMNE) held the event 
on behalf of the Tunisian Ministry of Public 
Health (MoH). The ceremony was attended by, 
the Director of the Primary Health Care Dr Chokri 
Hamouda, the President of the Virtual University 
of Tunis Dr Mahjoub Aouni, the General Director 
of ONMNE and Firector of the T-FETP Program  
Dr. Nissaf Ben Alaya, and Executive Director of 
GHD/EMPHNET Dr. Mohannad Al-Nsour who 
also presided the ceremony. The second cohort 

of this program comprised ten physicians and 
five veterinarians working in regional and cen-
tral surveillance units at the Ministry of Health 
and the Ministry of Agriculture. 

The T-FETP is a one-year program where resi-
dents enroll in five modules that focus on sur-
veillance of public health, outbreak investiga-
tion, priority diseases and one health approach, 
complex emergency situations  and biosecurity 
issues, and research methodology. Each mod-
ule is followed by a field activity. Targeting sev-
en governorates, this cohort also sat through a 
two-day evaluation of portfolios workshop prior 
to the formal graduation ceremony. During this 
session, participants presented their main field 
activities in the presence of mentors and pro-
gram directors and scientific coordinators.  

Are you on EpiShares ?
If you answered with a no, then we invite you to join 
the growing public health networking platform and 
interact with Public Health Professionals from the 
EMR and beyond. To create an account, go to : 

www.epishares.net 

and hit sign up !
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Afghanistan Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Conducts Screening Workshop for Cohort 
One Candidates
The Afghanistan Field Epidemiology Training 
Program organized and conducted a five-day 
screening workshop in February 2019. The ob-
jective was to select most eligible, relevant and 
committed participants to be enrolled in Cohort 
One of the new intermediate program. Further-
more, the workshop aimed to build the capaci-
ty of participants on concepts of public health, 

epidemiology, outbreak investigations, National 
Diseases Surveillance and Response (NDSR) and 
AFP Surveillance, management of surveillance 
data, problem analysis and quality of data. For-
ty-One participants attended the workshop from 
15 provinces as well as Kabul. The workshop was 
facilitated by local experts, and it ended with a 
comprehensive evaluation of various skills of 
trainees including experience and background, 
learning and knowledge, English, computer and 
communication skills and participation in class. 

Afghanistan Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Conducts Mentorship Workshop
The Afghanistan Field Epidemiology Training 
Program conducted a mentorship workshop  
in Amman, Jordan between January 25 and 31, 
2019 in which 20 mentors from the Central Min-
istry of Public Health, medical universities and 
provincial offices attended. Additionally, five key 

members of the Field Epidemiology Training 
Program steering committee including ex-dep-
uty minister and senior advisor to H.E. the Min-
ister of Public Health also participated. The aim 
of this workshop was to train the potential men-
tors set to serve the Afghanistan program. The 
workshop covered the concept of mentorship in 
didactic as well as field training.

FETPs Make Notable Achievements in the Area of Training 
Updates from the Afghanistan Field Epidemiology Training Program
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Afghanistan Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Conducts its  Second Workshop 
The Afghanistan Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram conducted its second workshop in Kabul. 
The workshop sessions shed light on study de-
signs, surveys, measures of associations, epi info, 
Open Epi, statistical analysis, tests of significance, 
bias and confounding. Residents also learned 
about measures of validity, sample size, sam-

pling strategies, protocol development and a few 
concepts of data quality in EPI and vaccine pre-
ventable diseases. Students were given chance 
to share the results of their field assignment. All 
30 students presented their findings in front of 
class. The learning aspects of trainees were as-
sessed using daily quizzes, home assignments 
and pre and posttest. The workshop was held in 
June and July 2019. 

Afghanistan Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Conducts its First Workshop
The First Workshop of the Afghanistan Field Ep-
idemiology Training Program brought together 
the program’s first 30 intermediate residents 
from 12 provinces and Kabul. Its sessions high-
lighted public health surveillance, outbreak 
investigations, epidemiological concepts, the 
role of laboratory in field investigation of out-
breaks, as well as a few concepts related to 

AFP surveillance and the expanded program on 
immunization (EPI) in Afghanistan. Residents 
were given a chance to think of their long and 
short-term project and to present their thought 
of potential assignment in the class. From an-
other angle, they were also introduced to their 
mentors. The learning and knowledge of train-
ees was assessed using daily quizzes and pre 
and posttest. This workshop was held between 
March 30 and April 11, 2019. 



Page 11

Afghanistan Field Epidemiology Training 
Program Conducts its Fourth Workshop
Residents of the Afghanistan Field Epidemi-
ology Training Program attended their fourth 
workshop. The workshop focused on man-
agement and analysis of data in Epi Info v.7. 
It shed light on aspects of data entry, data 
cleaning, management and analysis. Partici-

pants presented their field work in front of 
their colleagues. Data was also collected for 
a  group project  on child immunization in 12 
high risk provinces for polio. Sufficient tech-
nical support was provided to them for fur-
ther analysis and development of reports. 
This workshop took place in the month of No-
vember 2019. 

Afghanistan Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Conducts its Third Workshop 
The third workshop conducted by the program 
included didactic and practical sessions on main 
topics including comprehensive review of second 
workshop, basics of management, conflict and 
time management, communication to technical 
and nontechnical audiences, writing abstracts, 

executive summaries and brief reports. The 
workshop also covered the main components 
of a literature review, teaching and mentoring 
and one session on immunization. As part of the 
workshop›s proceedings, residents were put in 
groups, and the group developed presentations 
and delivered them in front of class. This training 
took place in August 2019.  
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Cohort 20 Residents Sit for Advanced Biosta-
tistics Course
On March 17, 2019, an Advanced Biostatistics 
workshop was held in Cairo for the residents 
of Cohort 20. The goal of this workshop was to 
provide residents with the knowledge and skills 
of basic statistical methods used in epidemiolo-
gy and to understand the concept of Statistical 
Inference. This workshop was conducted in col-

laboration with the Public Health Department 
of Faculty of Medicine, Cairo University. Upon 
workshop completion, residents were able to 
read, interpret, and critically evaluate statisti-
cal findings in different epidemiological stud-
ies. Residents also presented their progress 
regarding the methodology and data collection 
tools that they were working on for their study 
projects.

Cohort 20 Residents Sit for Peer-review Seminar 
for Abstract Submission to the 10th TEPHINET 
Global Scientific Conference
Egypt Field Epidemiology Training Program  Res-
idents sat for a two-day workshop last May to 
review abstracts to be submitted for the 10th TE-

PHINET Global Scientific Conference. At the end 
of this workshop, the best four abstracts were se-
lected for submission based upon the following 
criteria: relevance of abstract topic for the con-
ference, and whether or not the abstract has a 
well-defined structure. 

The Egypt Field Epidemiology Training Program 
Holds Mentorship Workshop 
In May 2019, a two-day Mentorship Workshop 
was held for FETP and PHEP mentors as well 
as fresh graduates of Cohort 19. The workshop 
highlighted the program’s goals and objectives. It 
also provided mentors with the knowledge and 
tools they need to maintain a successful men-

toring relationship with residents.  The sessions 
also served to clearly define the role of mentors 
and mentees, while also providing the construc-
tive feedback needed to develop a new genera-
tion of mentors. The workshop also provided a 
constructive space for mentors to discuss current 
challenges they are facing and to discuss possible 
solutions. 

Egypt Field Epidemiology Training Program 
Residents Sit for Peer Review Seminar and 
Mid-Couse Exam
In January 2019, a peer review seminar and 
Mid-Course Exam were conducted in Cairo 
where 21 residents forming Cohort 20 de-
fended their study proposals. The workshop 
helped residents in refining their study meth-
odology and identifying further steps in their 
research projects. Public health professionals 

in attendance provided guidance to partic-
ipants. At the end of this workshop, 21 resi-
dents took the mid-course exam. The exam 
included multiple-choice questions (MCQ) as 
well as short essay questions covering the sur-
veillance, outbreak investigation, basic biosta-
tistics, and research methodology modules. 
The exam questions were designed to assess 
the resident’s problem-solving skills in the 
field of epidemiology.

Updates from the Egypt Field Epidemiology Training Program

Cohort 20 Residents Sit for Scientific Writing 
Workshop
Egypt FETP residents sat for a Scientific Writing 
Workshop in Cairo last June. The goal of this 
workshop was to provide residents with the 
knowledge and skills they need to submit grant 
proposals and publish their research projects 

in high-impact journals. The workshop sessions 
focused on the goals of effective scientific writ-
ing, basic principles of scientific writing, protocol 
development, ethics in research authorship and 
plagiarism, the format of  a scientific paper, oral 
and poster presentation preparation, while also 
providing resources for improving writing skills. 
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Cohort 20 Residents Sit for a Data Management 
Workshop 
A Data Management workshop was conduct-
ed last October. Through its sessions, residents 
understood when, where and why to use vari-
ous statistical techniques as well as how to ap-

ply them, interpret their output, and graphical-
ly display the results. At the end of this course, 
residents shared the plan of their study projects. 
A review committee was invited to provide con-
structive comments to the residents regarding 
their presentations. 

Egypt Field Epidemiology Training Program 
Holds Screening Workshop for Cohort 21
A screening workshop was conducted in Cairo 
to select FETP residents for its 21st Cohort. The 
objective of this workshop was to identify and 
select the most eligible, relevant and commit-
ted participants to be enrolled in the program. 
Furthermore, the workshop aimed to build the 
capacity of participants on concepts of Public 
Health, Epidemiology, Outbreak Investigations, 
and Diseases Surveillance. The workshop con-
sisted of both theoretical and practical sessions 
to support each other in terms of learning as 

well as ice-breaking sessions. In total, 25 partici-
pants attended the workshop: 10 are working at 
the central level of MoHP and 15 at intermediate 
and local levels. The workshop was facilitated by 
Public Health Professionals from MoHP, CDC 
and WHO as well as program graduates. To se-
lect the most eligible participants, a comprehen-
sive evaluation of trainees’ willingness to learn, 
as well as their knowledge, English level, com-
puter and communication skills and active par-
ticipation in the class was conducted. The resi-
dents of this cohort were selected and there is 
a plan to conduct the first workshop very soon.

Jordan Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Holds Introductory Course for Res-
idents of Cohort 16
On May 1, 2019, the Jordan Field Epide-

miology Training Program held an intro-
ductory course for the residents of  Co-
hort 16, preparing them for the training 
to come.  

Updates from Jordan Field Epidemiology Training Program

Jordan Field Epidemiology Program Holds 
Screening Course for Cohort 15
An introductory course for Cohort 15 took 
place between October 1 and 8, 2019. At 
the end of this workshop, two females and 
six males were accepted into the program.  

Their curriculum was introduced and pre-
pared through consultation from the chief of 
Community Medicine Specialty at the Jordan 
Ministry of Health (MoH), trainers were then 
selected from both the MoH and the various 
Jordanian universities. 

Team Design Training Sessions for Advanced 
Training Course on Epi Info
In March 2019 the public health program’s of-
ficers and in particular surveillance officers sat 
for an advanced training session on the Epi-Info 
software. The course was conducted online with 

detailed illustrated manual and mentor’s assis-
tance. The aim of this session was to encourage 
using such specialized software in public health 
day to day activities. The training team also vis-
ited Dammam city at the Eastern Region to train 
20 participants over three days.

Updates from KSA Field Epidemiology Training Program
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The KSA Field Epidemiology Training Program 
Hosts Session on Work Stress
In order to address work stress encountered by 
program residents, the KSA Field Epidemiology 
Training Program invited an expert in this subject 
matter to discuss ways to improve residents' per-

formance. Held in April 2019, such a session was 
the first of its kind to be hosted by the program. 
The three-day workshop was attended by most 
involved staff members and residents. This ses-
sion lead to further considerations to include soft 
skills as part of the program’s curriculum. 

The KSA Field Epidemiology Training Program 
Sits for Preventive Medicine Clinics Practice
The KSA Field Epidemiology Training Program 
submitted initiatives to improve performance in 
health delivery systems. One of the sound initi-
atives discussed was to add “Preventive Medi-
cine Clinics” to selected primary health centers. 

As part of preparation and prior to implantation, 
residents sat for a pilot three-day training work-
shop relevant to this subject matter. The work-
shop was attended by the potential public and 
preventive health physicians set to work in these 
clinics. Its sessions served as a  general orienta-
tion. This session was held in August 2019. 

Residents Sit for Epidemiological Investiga-
tion and Response Session
The Saudi Arabian health system considers 
“Epidemiological investigation and response” 
a core and routine function of public health 
units at the regional level. There is a predict-
able need for strengthening the epidemiologi-
cal and outbreak investigation skills of regional 

public health staff. This is to enable them to ef-
ficiently conduct investigations and apply con-
trol measures. A standard three-day training 
course was conducted in Taif city, Taif health 
directory (Western Region). Held in September 
2019, the course targeted staff working at pub-
lic health programs, mainly those dealing with 
disease control. 

Program Hosts Session on Administrative
Innovation Planning and Coordination in
Organizations
IEpidemiologists, beside their technical skills, 
need to be proficient and successful managers 
in their tasks and have their job well done. An 
expert in the subject matter conducted a three-
day course in Riyadh attended on administrative 

innovation planning and organizational coordi-
nation. The session saw 30 participants. It cov-
ered managerial basics; planning skills, commu-
nication skills, methods of leadership, problem 
solving, team building, and translating innovative 
ideas into action plans. This session was held in 
September 2019. As part of the program’s curric-
ulum. 
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Eight Residents Complete One Health Fellow-
ship at Duke University, North Carolina
Between May 18 and June 8, 2019, a  total of 
eight residents successfully completed the 
One Health Fellowship at the Duke University 

in North Carolina, USA. They attended a three-
week didactic session at the university campus 
and completed a set of research assignments as 
part of their training

Updates from Pakistan Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training 
Program

Residents Conduct Integrated Disease Surveil-
lance and Response Training in District Haripur, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province
Between the months of June and July 2019, the Pa-
kistan Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Train-
ing Program in collaboration with Public Health 
England and the National Institute of Health 
conducted a training session on Integrated Dis-

ease Surveillance and Response in the Haripur 
District. The training was envisioned to improve 
the district’s capacities in terms of surveillance 
and outbreak response. A total of 32 participants 
attended the training including medical officers, 
paramedics, data operators, public health spe-
cialists, district surveillance officers, clinicians 
and EPI surveillance officers. 
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Pakistan Field Epidemiology and Laboratory 
Training Program Conducts Seminar on Anti-
microbial Resistance and Infection Prevention 
and Control in Quetta, Baluchistan
The Pakistan Field Epidemiology and Laborato-
ry Training Program in collaboration with Bolan 
University of Medical and Health Sciences Quet-
ta, the National Institute of Health Pakistan, and 

Department of Health, Baluchistan, conducted a 
one-day seminar on Antimicrobial Resistance and 
Infection Prevention and Control. Taking place in 
Quetta, a total of 95 participants attended the 
workshop including technical experts from fed-
eral and provincial human health, animal health, 
environment departments and academia. of 
their training

Pakistan Field Epidemiology and Labora-
tory Training Program CCHF Conducts Pre-
vention and Control Training for Health-
care Providers in Baluchistan
In collaboration with the WHO, the Pakistan 
Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Train-
ing Program conducted a training on pre-
vention and control of CCHF. The training 

targeted healthcare providers in Baluch-
istan. A total of 49 participants attended the 
training including district health officers, 
medical superintendents, medical officers, 
district CCHF focal persons, clinicians, isola-
tion ward staff, nurses, paramedics and sur-
veillance officers. This session took place in 
July 2019. 
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Pakistan Field Epidemiology and Laboratory 
Training Program Conducts Seminar on Anti-
microbial Resistance and Infection Prevention 
and Control in Quetta, Baluchistan
Also, in July 2019, the Pakistan Field Epidemiology 
and Laboratory Training Program in collaboration 
with the WHO, National Institute of Health and 
Department of Health, Baluchistan conducted 
an Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response 

training workshop in Quetta, Baluchistan. The 
training served to improve the capacities in Dis-
trict Kech, Gwadar and Killa Abdullah in terms of 
surveillance and outbreak response. A total of 18 
participants attended the training including med-
ical officers, paramedics, data operators, public 
health specialists, district surveillance officers, cli-
nicians and EPI surveillance officers. 

Pakistan Field Epidemiology and Laboratory 
Training Program Conducts Two Rapid Re-
sponse Team Training Sessions
The Pakistan Field Epidemiology and Labora-
tory Training Program in collaboration with 
WHO, PPHI, National Institute of Health Paki-
stan and Department of Health, Baluchistan, 
conducted a Rapid Response Team training 
workshop in Quetta. The training was de-
signed to increase outbreak response capac-
ity within the district’s health teams. A total 
of 24 participants attended the training in-
cluding Medical Officers, Paramedics, Data 
Operators, Public Health Specialist, District 
Surveillance Officers, Clinicians, EPI Officers, 

IDSR Focal Persons, District Health Officers, 
and Medical Superintendents. This training 
took place in July 2019.

In November 2019, the program collaborat-
ed with USAID, John Snow Inc, Contech Inter-
national and Department of Health of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa to conduct another Rapid 
Response Team training in Peshawar. The 
training was designed to increase outbreak 
response capacity of the district health 
teams. A total of 22 participants attended 
the training including medical officers, pub-
lic health specialists, district surveillance of-
ficers, clinicians and EPI officers.
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Program Conducts Two-day Training on Lab-
oratory Diagnosis of XDR Typhoid in, Quetta, 
Baluchistan
FELTP Pakistan in collaboration with WHO, 
PPHI, IPH, National Institute of Health Pakistan 
and Health Department Baluchistan conducted 

a two-day  workshop on Laboratory Diagnosis 
of XDR Typhoid. A total of 49 participants at-
tended the training including pathologists, mi-
crobiologists, surveillance officers, professors, 
MPH students, lab specialists, lab technicians, 
and lab assistants.

Pakistan Field Epidemiology and Laboratory 
Training Program implemented VHF Surveil-
lance in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province
In April 2019, a surveillance system for Viral Hem-
orrhagic Fever was designed and implement-

ed within the program, in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province. Initially the surveillance mechanism 
was executed in five major hospitals with plans 
of expanding the coverage to secondary and pri-
mary care facilities in the future. 

Sudan Field Epidemiology Training Program 
Conduct TOT for Emergency Rapid Response 
A one day Training of Trainers course was con-
ducted last September by public health experts 
Prof. El Fatih El Samani, Prof. Haider Ab Ahmed 
and Prof. Hassan El Bushra to review the training 
materials for the Rapid Response Training course, 
discuss the methods of instruction for each ses-

sion (Lectures, group discussions, case study etc.) 
and discuss the activities to be conducted by 
trainees (field visits, assignments, presentations 
etc.). Instructors used real-life examples such 
as the Cholera Epidemic in Sudan of 2019  and 
their experience to facilitate learning and orient 
the participants about effective methodologies in 
training rapid response teams. 

Updates from Sudan Field Epidemiology Training Program

Residents from the Sudan Field Epidemiolo-
gy Training Program Co-Facilitate a Rapid Re-
sponse Training
Last October, the Sudan Field Epidemiology 
Training Program hosted a Rapid Response 
Training (RRT) Course. The course focused on 
basics of Cholera emergency response and prin-

ciples of outbreak investigation . Participants in-
cluded rapid responders at state and locality lev-
el at the Blue Nile state and White Nile state. The 
training was held over a three-day period and 
was co-facilitated by four FETP residents name-
ly: Dr Mohamed Abdallah, Dr. Soha Gadeed, Dr. 
Abdelaziz and Dr. Hala Bushra.

Residents of the Sudan Field Epidemiology 
Training Program Participate in the Research 
Projects Discussion
Ten program residents completed their final 
research projects to fulfill the requirement 
of a Master’s Degree with the Sudan Medical 
Specialization Board. Each of these resident’s 
resident defended their project in front of an 

internal and external examiner and with the 
presence of their supervisor. This session took 
place on November 12, 2019 at the Education-
al Development Centre located in the premis-
es of the Sudan Medical Specialization Board; 
all residents who took part passed the defense 
discussion.
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Residents of Cohort Two Brush Up on their 
Research Skills
The residents of Cohort Two of the Tunisia Field 
epidemiology Training Program sat through a 
session titled  “Research Methodology and Sci-
entific Writing” in Tunis between July 27 and 
31, 2019. A critical aspect of the scientific pro-
cess in field epidemiology is the preparation of 
protocols, manuscript and reporting of results 
and publishing research findings in peer-re-

viewed journals. This one-week workshop 
highlighted all the components required in the 
research cycle and aimed to help participants 
conduct high quality research in the field. Its 
agenda included interactive lectures, discus-
sions, group activities and practical exercises 
that shed light on the various components of 
the scientific project cycle. This part of the pro-
gram corresponded to the requirements of its 
fifth module. 

Updates from Tunisia Field Epidemiology Training Program

The Yemen Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Conducts Training on the Adverse Events 
Following Immunization
Between February 16 and 17, 2019 and in prepa-
ration for the national Measles and Rubella im-
munization campaign, the Yemen Field Epide-
miology Training Program participated in the 
preparation of training materials relevant to 
this cause. Furthermore, the Field Epidemiology 

Training Program in Yemen conducted a train-
ing session, serving as part of the Y-FET Program 
for the Adverse Events Following Immunizations 
(AEFIs). The trainees benefiting from this train-
ing were distributed across 11 governorates. 
Following the session, they moved on to train 
three individuals from each district including 
surveillance officers, immunization officers and 
doctors.

Updates from the Yemen Field Epidemiology Training Program

Residents and Ministry Officers Partici-
pate in Manuscript Writing Workshop
Taking place at program’s lectures room 
from August 3 to 7, 2019.  Thirteen partici-
pants including five program graduates and 
eight Ministry of Public Health and Popula-

tion officers attended a workshop on Manu-
script Writing. The purpose of the workshop 
was to equip participants with writing skills 
that will enable them to re-work the content 
they produce so that it is suitable for pub-
lication. 
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Program Residents Sit for Advanced Epidemiol-
ogy and Advanced Epi-Info Workshop
A workshop on advanced epidemiology and the 
use of advanced Epi-Info was held at the Yemen 
Field Epidemiology Training Program headquar-
ters between August 24 and September 4, 2019. 
Its sessions were attended by 11 residents from 
Cohort Four and health officers from the General 

Directorate for Disease Control and Surveillance. 
The workshop was designed to equip participat-
ing residents with the necessary knowledge and 
skills to design, conduct, analyze, and appropri-
ately interpret findings from filed investigations 
and research . They also received training on how 
to use -to-date Epi Info software, particularly for 
field projects. 

Yemen Field Epidemiology Program Conducts 
Protocol Writing workshop
The Yemen Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram conducted a protocol writing workshop 
targeting fourth  cohort residents. Taking place 
between September 16 and 18, 2019, the work-
shop introduced its participants to the steps 
needed to design and conduct research pro-

jects, while also providing them with the skills 
they need to develop solid research ques-
tion and one-page bulleted concept papers. 
Through the workshop’s sessions participants 
also increased their competency in writing a 
protocol for epidemiological investigations, 
deeming the sessions a valuable addition to the  
participants skills.

Yemen Field Epidemiology Program Conducts 
Screening Workshop for Cohort Five
A workshop was held to select Fifth Cohort Res-
idents for the Yemen Field epidemiology Train-
ing Program between November 2 and 13, 2019. 
The session was attended by 21 public health 
professionals including: surveillance officers, 
public health officers, medical doctors, and lab-
oratory technicians. Out of the 21, 12 were se-
lected as residents for the Fifth Cohort. During 
the first week of the workshop, participants sat 
through sessions on basic epidemiology, basic 
statistics and outbreak investigation. On the sec-
ond week, the participants were introduced to 
the concepts of surveillance and they learned 
how to analyze, monitor and evaluate data. 



Page 21

Program Residents Attend FMIC Conference
An announcement from the French Medical In-
stitute for Children (FMIC) in Kabul regarding its 
conference was made in parallel with the start 
of the program’s second workshop, Therefore, 

seven abstracts were submitted for presenta-
tion at the event. As a result, two were accepted 
for oral and six were approved for poster pres-
entations. The abstracts presented are listed 
below: 

1.	 Descriptive Epidemiology of Measles in Afghanistan: National Surveillance Data, 2017- first 
quarter of 2019

2.	 Typhoid Fever Outbreak in Payenda Mohammad village, Khan Abad district, Kunduz prov-
ince, Afghanistan April – May 2019

3.	 Review of Tetanus Toxoid (TT) coverage in Sarepol province-Afghanistan-2018
4.	 Descriptively exploration the determinants of OPV in missed under five children in south 

region during 2 Polio campaigns of 2019
5.	 Descriptive Epidemiology of Acute Flaccid Paralysis cases during 2018 in Kabul province
6.	 Low immunization coverage causes outbreaks: analysis of four measles outbreak in Kabul 

province, 2018
7.	 Investigation of chickenpox outbreak in Dara-e-peach District, Kunar-Afghanistan-April 2019

Country Program Residents Make Notable Presence in 
Regional and Global Conferences 
Updates from Afghanistan

Updates from Egypt

Atlanta-USA,
Oct 28t-Nov 1 2019.
Two oral and Two Poster
Presentations and 4th place 
award winner at Facebook 
Photo Contest  
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Presented Publication Titlted:
“Evaluating Tools to Define In-
fluenza Baseline and Thresh-
old Values Using Surveillance 
Data, Egypt, Season 2016/17” 
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Egypt FETP Participates in the Following Conferences
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Iraq FETP Launches Third  National FETP Confer-
ence
In March 2019, the Iraq Field Epidemiology Train-
ing Program hosted the third edition of its Nation-
al FETP Conference, thus providing a space for res-
idents, graduates, and public health professionals 
to discuss issues at the forefront of public health. 

The conference also allowed residents of the pro-
gram to display their work, while also providing a 
multitude of opportunities for all participants to 
expand on their knowledge. More specifically, the 
event was hosted at the : Palestine Meridian Hotel, 
with Dr Faris Al-Lami recognized as its leading or-
ganizer and head of its scientific committee. 

The KSA Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Is Well Represented at the  68th Annu-
al EIS Conference, Atlanta, USA
A team comprising eight residents and four  

staff members attended the annual EIS con-
ference held in May in Atlanta last year. The 
program was represented with one oral and 
two poster presentations. 

The KSA Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Is Well Represented at the 16th Con-
ference of the International Society of Trav-
el Medicine, Washington, USA
One of the program’s residents presented 
a poster titled “Disability prevalence among 

pilgrims and Common Barriers Affecting 
Their Hajj Performance. This presentation 
was made last June at the 16th Conference 
of the International Society of Travel Medi-
cine, Washington, USA. Along with  two poster 
presentations. 

The Jordan Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram was Well Represented at the 68th Annual 
Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) Conference 
and the TEPHINET Global Scientific Conference
An abstract by the resident Dr. Sa,ed Assaf was 
accepted for oral presentation at  the EIS FETP 
International Nights Conference held in Atlanta 
last April. The abstract was titled titled “Preva-
lence, awareness, control, and trend of diabetes, 
hypertension, and dyslipidemia among adults 
in Jordan: a cross-sectional study, Jordan, 2018”. 
It was selected by the Scientific Program Com-
mittee (SPC). Later in the same year, in October 
2019, three abstracts from the program were 
accepted for poster presentations at TEPHINET’s 
10th Global Scientific Conference that took place 
between October 28 and November 1, 2019, in 
Atlanta Georgia. These  abstracts covered the fol-
lowing topics: Trend of Coetaneous Leishmania-
sis in Jordan, 2010- 2016,  Epidemiological Profile 
of Human Brucellosis in Jordan, 2017, and Still-
births in Jordan: rate, causes, and preventability.

Updates from Iraq

Updates from KSA

Updates from Jordan

The KSA Field Epidemiology Training Program 
Is Well Represented at the 10th TEPHINET 
Global Scientific Conference
A team comprising three residents and four Staff 

members attended the 10th TEPHINET Global 
Scientific Conference which took place in Atlanta 
last October. The program was well represented 
with one poster and two oral presentations.
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The KSA Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram Is Well Represented 2nd Scientific 
Conference on Acute Respiratory Infection 
in the Eastern Mediterranean Region and 
the 5th Meeting of the Eastern Mediterrane-
an Acute Respiratory Infection Surveillance 
(EMARIS) Network
A team comprising three residents and three 
staff members attended the Second EMARIS 

regional conference on Acute Respiratory 
Infection in Eastern Mediterranean Region. 
Influenza surveillance and MERS-CoV were 
among the major topics covered as part of 
the conference’s agenda. More specifically 
the team gave presentations on the MERS-
CoV outbreak in Wadi Aldawaser and H1N1 in 
Hajj 2019. The conference took place in No-
vember 2019. 

KSA Field Epidemiology Training Program Is 
Well Represented at the International Con-
ference of Mass Gathering, Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia
A team comprising eight residents and four 
staff members attended the International 
Conference of Mass Gathering, which took 
place in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia in December 
2019. The program was well represented with 
oral and seven poster presentations. 

The Morocco Field Epidemiology Training 
Program Makes Notable Presence at Con-
ferences Around the World
The residents of the program have been pre-

senting oral and poster presentations around 
the world. See below their extensive list of 
achievements.  

•	 Conception of an epidemiological surveil-
lance system at the point of entry, Moroc-
co 2018 Morocco la Conférence Arabe de 
Santé Publique,2019

•	 Determinants of loss to follow up of pa-
tients with breast or gynecological can-
cers, National Institute of Oncologyla Con-
férence Arabe de Santé Publique, 2019

•	 Epidemiology of Viral Hepatitis C in Cas-
ablanca-Settat region; Morocco; 2012-
2016. Doctor epidemiologist regional ob-
servatory of health in Casablanca- settat 
region, Morocco, la Conférence Arabe de 
Santé Publique, 2019

•	 Acute Bacterial Meningitis Surveillance 
Evaluation in Mediouna District, Casa-
blanca- Morocco, 2008-2015, Conférence 
Arabe de Santé Publique, 2019

•	 leptospirosis among high-risk profes-
sionals Casablanca, Morocco 2014,  Con-
férence Arabe de Santé Publique, 2019

•	 Epidemiological, clinical and biologi-
cal profile of meningitis in Settat Prov-
ince-Morocco, 2014-2018, Conférence Ar-
abe de Santé Publique, 2019

•	 Determinants of diagnosis and treatment 
delays in patients with colorectal cancer 
at the National Institute of Oncology - Mo-
rocco, 2018. Conférence Arabe de Santé 
Publique, 2019

•	 Clinicopathological, therapeutic and 
prognostic features of the triple-negative 
Breast cancer in Morocco. Conférence Ar-
abe de Santé Publique, 2019

•	 Human brucellosis outbreak, March to 
September 2017, South Morocco, TE-
PHINET 10th Global Conference, Atlanta, 
2019

•	 Access to Public Health Care of refugees 
and migrants in Rabat, Morocco 2018. TE-
PHINET 10th Global Conference, Atlanta, 
2019.

Updates from Morocco 

Oral Presentations
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•	 Childhood Cancer Survival Rate and 
Characteristics in Morocco; A Retro-
spective Cohort, Hospital based study. 
TEPHINET 10th Global Conference, At-
lanta, 2019

•	 Seroprevalence and Risk Factors of Hu-
man Brucellosis Among Livestock Farm-
ers and Their Entourage in Sidi Kacem, 
Morocco 2018: A Cross Sectional Study, 
TEPHINET 10th Global Conference, At-
lanta, 2019

•	 Epidemiological, clinical and biologi-
cal profile of meningitis in Settat prov-
ince-Morocco, 2008-2018. TEPHINET 
10th Global Conference, Atlanta, 2019

•	 Evaluation of surveillance system for 
measles – Morocco, 2017. TEPHINET 

10th Global Conference, Atlanta, 2019.
•	 Evaluation of the Maternal Death Sur-

veillance System in the Maritime Region, 
Togo, 2018. TEPHINET 10th Global Con-
ference, Atlanta, 2019.

•	 Epidémiologie de la tuberculose dans la 
province de Skhirat-Témara entre l’an-
née 2013 et 2017”, la Conférence Arabe 
de Santé Publique, 2019

•	 Investigation of burned alcohol intoxica-
tion, Conférence in  Beirut Liban,2019

•	 Nadia Lahrimi, Epidemiological Profile 
of Diabetes in Kenitra province – Moroc-
co, 2011-2015, MEDIPIET,2017

•	 Nadia Lahrimi, Evaluation of Diabetes 
Surveillance System in the province of 
Kenitra – Morocco, 2016, MEDIPIET,2017

Poster Presentations

Updates from Pakistan  

Pakistan Field Epidemiology Laboratory Train-
ing Program Makes Notable Presence at Sever-
al Global Conferences
Pakistan FELTP presented two posters at the 
68th EIS conference taking place at Atlanta, USA 
between April 28 and May 2, 2019.  Dr. Munazza 
Fatima, and Dr. Anam Vighio, both residents of 
Cohort 10 presented their work on XDR Typhoid 
and for her work on XDR Typhoid, Dr. Munnaza 
Fatima was presented with the Jeffrey P. Coplan 
Award for Excellence in Poster Scientific Pres-
entations. Her presentation was one of  30 post-
ers presented at the conference. Furthermore,  
Dr. Sanam Rehan, also a resident of Cohort 10 
won the best picture award at the 68th EIS. The 
picture reflected the resident’s fieldwork during 
an outbreak investigation of chikungunya in Dis-
trict Tharparkar, Sindh, from the year 2018.

Residents also made their mark in the 10th TE-
PHINET Global Scientific Conference which took 
place in Atlanta last October. During this confer-
ence, Dr. Wasif Syed, Dr. Munnaza Fatima and 
Dr. Mudassar Hussain presented their work on, 
Neonatal Tetanus, Leishmaniasis and XDR Ty-
phoid respectively as oral presentations. From 
another angle, Dr. Mohammad Bashir, resident 
of the 11th cohort of Pakistan Laboratory train-
ing Program won the best picture award at the 
same conference. The picture reflected his field-
work during an outbreak investigation of mea-
sles in District Skardu, Gilgit-Baltistan he took 

part in during the year 2018.

Also, during that same conference, the  Paki-
stan Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Train-
ing Program was awarded accreditation by the 
TEPHINET Advisory Board/Global Accredita-
tion Body. This designation was granted on ac-
count of the program’s ability to  demonstrate 
excellence in field epidemiology training. This 
recognition was granted in the fourth cycle of 
TEPHINET FETP Accreditation. The award was 
presented to the Program’s Technical Coordina-
tor during the awards ceremony held as part of 
the conference’s agenda.  

Ending the year on another high note, Dr. Jan In-
nayat Ullah a resident of  the program’s Cohort 
12 was awarded best poster at the 10th Annual 
Public Health Conference of Islamabad, Paki-
stan. PSeven other residents showcased their 
work during that event. 
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Updates from Yemen

One oral and four poster
presentations 

Two oral and four poster
pesentations.

Beirut-Lebanon
Feb 21-23,2019

Casablanca-Morocco
4-6 April 2019.
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one poster presentation

one oral and one poster
presentation 

One oral presentation

Atlanta-USA
 April 29-May 2,2019

Atlanta-USA
Oct 28t-Nov 1 2019.

Casablanca
12-15 Nov 2019.

Contribute !

We welcome your feedback and contributions to our 

newsletter, so if you have anything to share in our up-

coming issues please send an email to :

dshalabi@globalhealthdev.org

Yemen FETP Participates in the Following Conferences 
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Field Epidemiology Training Program Residents and
Graduates Get Published

The work of residents and graduates has been published in several reputable journals as listed 
below :

The Morocco Field Epidemiology Training Program Makes its Mark in
the Area of Publication

Pakistan Field Epidemiology Laboratory Training Program Makes
Several Notable Publications

The Yemen Field Epidemiology Training Program Makes Its Mark
in the World of Publications 

Authors Date of publication (year) Title

Kenza Bennani
JMIR Public Health Surveill. 
2019 Oct 9;5(4):e14252. doi: 
10.2196/14252.

Evaluation of the Yield of Histopa-
thology in the Diagnosis of Lymph 
Node Tuberculosis in Morocco, 2017: 
Cross-Sectional Study.

Touria Essayagh et al  Submission 2019
Epidemiological profile of viral hepati-
tis A in Meknes and its preventive risk 
factors

Touria Essayagh et al

2018 https://jmirpublications.
com/ 

DOI: 10.2196/10614

Evaluation of the Meningitis Surveil-
lance System in Meknes, Morocco

Touria Essayagh et al
 2017  
DOI: 10.4172/2329-
891X.1000241

Foodborne Outbreak, Meknes, Moroc-
co, June 2017: What We Need to Learn

The work of residents from the program appeared in several notable publications listed as follows:
•	 Title: Assessment of Risk Factors and Determination of Vaccine Efficacy for Measles Outbreak 

During April 2017 in Dhok Kazin, Islamabad. Pakistan ( Pakistan Journal of Public Health)
•	 Title: Outbreak investigation of Hepatits-E at boy’s training center Karachi from March – April 

2019, (Pakistan Armed Forces Medical Journal)
•	 Title: Epidemiological investigations of acute watery diarrhea outbreak during July-.
•	 2017(Pakistan Journal of Public Health)
•	 Title: Evaluation of Lab-based Influenza Surveillance System in Pakistan, 2017 (jglobalbiose-

curity.com/articles/26/)
•	 Title: Evaluation of Event Based Surveillance System of Crimean Congo Haemorrhagic Fever 

in Balochistan Pakistan, 2017 (https://jglobalbiosecurity.com/articles/34/)

With robust technical support from EMPHNET, the Yemen Field Epidemiology Training Program suc-
cessfully published the following ten manuscripts on surveillance systems analyses’ and evaluations’ 
in INQUIRY: Journal of Health Care Organization Provision & Financing, JMIR Public Health & Surveil-
lance, and International Journal of Preventive Medicine:
1.	 An Electronic Disease Early Warning System in Sana’a Governorate, Yemen: Evaluation Study
2.	 Evaluation of Blood Transfusion Services in Public and Private Blood Bank Centers, Sana’a 

Capital, Yemen 
3.	 Evaluation of Two Malaria Surveillance Systems in Yemen Using Updated CDC Guidelines: 

Lessons Learned and Future Perspectives
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4.	 Performance of Multidrug-Resistant Tuberculosis Surveillance in Yemen: Interview Study
5.	 Risk Factors for End-Stage Renal Failure Among Patients on Hemodialysis in Aljomhory Hospi-

tal, Sa’adah Governorate, Yemen: Hospital-Based Case-Control Study
6.	 Risk Factors of Breast Cancer in Hadramout Valley and Desert, Yemen 
7.	 Severe Acute Respiratory Infections with Influenza and Non influenza Respiratory Viruses: 

Yemen, 2011-2016 
8.	 The Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) Surveillance System in Yemen, 2010-2015: Descriptive Study 

Based on Secondary Data Analysis
9.	 The Impact of War in Yemen on Immunization Coverage of Children Under One Year of Age: 

Descriptive Study 
10.	 Unintentional Injuries in the Three References Laboratories: Sana’a, Yemen. 

Mark Your Calendar for the Seventh 
EMHNET Regional Conference 

It is our pleasure to announce that the Seventh EMPH-

NET Regional Conference will be held in Amman, Jordan 

between September 28 and 30, 2020 at the Grand Hyatt 

Amman Hotel, whereby the conference opening is be-

ing held on the evening of September 

27, following a day of pre-conference workshops.

Held under the patronage of Her Royal Highness Prin-

cess Muna Al-Hussein , the conference will be held un-

der the theme “Public Health Solutions for Sustainable 

Development.” The conference will be up and running 

by February 10, 2020. Stay tuned for more updates. 
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Other FETP News

While Cohort 19 residents were preparing 
for their graduation and Cohort 20 residents 
were still in their journey of learning, Janu-
ary 2019 also saw an announcement for the 
recruitment of a new cohort to commence 
within the Egypt FETP (Cohort 21). The an-
nouncement was made through circulars that 
were sent to all the Ministry of Public Health’s  
sectors, health directorates, districts, and 

General Organizations of Veterinary Servic-
es. Interested candidates were asked to fill 
an application on the FETP Egypt website.  
Following this process, 100 applicants were 
shortlisted and invited to attend a personal 
interview. The candidate evaluation process 
was web-based; it included measurements 
of skills, qualifications, and experience using 
the Likert scale.

After a slumber in 2018 and having no appli-
cants for the 2018 round of advanced Field 
Epidemiology Cycle, and only two residents 

in 2017, things are finally looking up with 10 
residents being successfully involved in the 
program for the year just ended. 

The Iraq Field epidemiology Training Program 
launches its Intermediate program , a one-
year program in-service program focused on 
strengthening public health surveillance, out-
break investigation and response, and survey 

data to use for decision making at the middle 
level of the health system, such as provinces, 
states, and governorates. 87 candidates applied 
for this program out of which 25 were selected 
after complotting a screening process and exam. 

A plan was developed and agreed upon to hold 
a weekly “Science Day” in the Jordan Ministry of 
Health (MoH). The main aim of this activity is to 
update the residents with new topics in public 
health and to also present them with important 

topics with a focus on presenting the theoreti-
cal background for practical activities. The topics 
are to be prepared and presented by the resi-
dents and are to be discussed with the ministry 
stakeholders. 

13 program residents were involved in the Jor-
danian National Micronutrients and nutrition 
survey. Prior to the commencement of this pro-
cess, a two-week workshop was conducted for 
this national --survey. Field work regarding this 
survey took place March 1 2019 to April 25, 2019. 
This part of the process was completed in coor-
dination with the Assistant Secretary General for 
Primary Health Care and the chief of community 
medicine specialty. 

Egypt Field Epidemiology Training Program Launches Application for 
Cohort 21

Iraq Field Epidemiology Training Program Sees Notable Increase in 
Number of Residents

Iraq Field Epidemiology Training Program Launches Intermediate 
Program

Jordan Field Epidemiology Training Program Participates in the Science 
Day, Jordanian National Micronutrients and nutrition survey

Jordan Field Epidemiology Training Program Residents Take Part in the 
Data Collection Process for the Jordanian National Micronutrients and 
Nutrition Survey
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A survey was conducted in Jordanian house-
holds by the Jordan Ministry of Health (MoH) 
in collaboration with the WHO and the center 
for scientific studies (University of Jordan). 
The survey collected data on risk factors for 
non-communicable diseases among adults 
between the ages of 18 of 69 years. This was 
a stepwise survey, in which 28 residents and 
graduates were involved in this national sur-
vey. They supervised the field teams to en-
sure that the standards of the household 
survey were applied according to WHO proto-
cols. They also conducted on-spot blood test-
ing for fasting blood glucose and lipid profile. 

In a notification by Department of Health of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, The Pakistan Field Epidemiol-
ogy Laboratory Training Program (FELTP) was 
declared as the Provincial Dengue Response 
Unit. Within this  designated role, the program’s 
residents will coordinate activities for surveil-
lance and response of dengue fever in the prov-
ince. The Technical Support Officer and program 
residents conducted the dengue surveillance, re-
sponse, data collection, analysis and community 
engagement activities along with dissemination 
of information to stakeholders. This designation 
was made in May 2019. 

In September 2019, following a notification 
by Department of Health, Baluchistan, the 
program was also declared as the Provincial 
Dengue Response Unit for Baluchistan. Within 
this designation, the program is  to coordinate 
activities for surveillance and response of 
dengue fever in the province. The Technical 
Support Officer . Consequently, the program 
residents conducted the dengue surveillance, 
response and data collection required. They 
also engaged in analysis activities along with 
dissemination of information to stakeholders.

The Pakistan Field Epidemiology Laboratory 
Training Program in collaboration with the De-
partment of Health, Punjab, conducted a Front-
line training session in Multan and Lahore. The 
training conducted in targeted  the districts of 
South Punjab. Ten participants attended the 
training including surveillance coordinators 
and EPI managers from various districts. The 
objectives of the training were to enhance dis-
ease surveillance and outbreak investigation 
skills of the EPI staff in the said districts. 

A second  Frontline training was conducted in 

Lahore, the training targeted the districts of 
Central and North Punjab. This session was 
attended by 25 participants including surveil-
lance coordinators and EPI managers from var-
ious districts. As is the case with the previously 
mentioned training,  the session was designed 
to enhance disease surveillance and outbreak 
investigation skills of the EPI staff in the said 
districts. Both training sessions were conduct-
ed between June and August 2019. 

Later in the same year, between the months 
of  October and December, the program col-

Jordan Field Epidemiology Training Program Residents and Graduates 
Take Part in Stepwise Survey

Pakistan Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program is Rec-
ognized as the Provincial Dengue Response Unit by Department of 
Health, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

The Pakistan Field Epidemiology Laboratory Training Program Con-
ducts Frontline Training Across Several Districts
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laborated with USAID, John Snow Inc, Contech 
International and the Department of Health, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to conduct a third Front-
line training in the district Swat. The training 
was attended by 20 participants including sur-
veillance coordinators and EPI managers from 
various districts. 

Finally, during the month of November 2019, 

the program collaborated with USAID, John 
Snow Inc, Contech International and Depart-
ment of Health, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to con-
duct a third Frontline training. This time, the 
training took place in the district of Hyderabad. 
It was attended by 25 participants including 
surveillance coordinators and EPI Managers 
from various districts of Sindh. This session 
lasted from November 2019 to January 2020. 

Due to the fact that both program have intro-
duced the learning-through service concept in 
training, and have been involved in major col-
laborations on country and international levels, 
and have strengthened the workforce by intro-
ducing new approaches based on fieldwork, 
they have both been accredited at the TEPHINET 
10th Global Scientific Conference. Other factors 

contributing to this recognition include the fact 
that the FETP graduates have been fully been 
integrated into the public health system and dif-
ferent United Nations agencies , and thus they 
work at national, regional and province level in 
the MoH, and are playing an important role also 
in the development and follow up of work pro-
jects by providing evidence for decision-making. 

The Morocco Field Epidemiology Training Program and Pakistan Field 
Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Programs Gain Accreditation  
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As the residents of First Cohort of the Sudan Field 
Epidemiology Training Program completed their 
graduation requirements last October,  The Su-
dan Field Epidemiology Training program man-
agement conducted a review to identify strengths 
and weaknesses of the program based . The eval-
uation was conducted based on the experience 
of training the first batch and to provide recom-
mendations to inform the way  forward. The re-
view used the Context/ Input/Process/Product 
(CIPP) Model which is known to focus on program 

improvement as the main goal for conducting the 
review. Reviewers assessed the curriculum doc-
ument and visited field work sites in Khartoum 
state, River Nile state, White Nile State and West 
Darfur State where they met with different stake-
holders at the ministry including field supervisors 
and residents. The product of this review is ex-
pected to be disseminated and discussed at a dis-
semination workshop with all stakeholders early 
2020, with aims to reflect points discussed when 
training residents of Cohort Two.

A collaboration has been formed between the 
T-FETP and the Virtual University of Tunisia 
(VUT) making it the first program of its kind to 
integrate the use of technology. This integra-
tion serves to  enhance mentoring by facili-
tating field interaction between mentors and 
residents. Using its server, the VUT hosted a 
dedicated platform for the T-FETP that was 

used by residents of Cohort 1 and Cohort 2. In 
order to evaluate the functionality of this plat-
form regarding content, communication and 
management, a one- day workshop was held in 
the VUT on October 16th, 2019. The UVT tech-
nical team facilitated the workshop and it was 
attended by the T-FETP scientific coordinator 
and T-FETP Cohort 2 mentors.

In October 2019, three calls for application for 
the T-FETP Cohort Three were made. The calls 
targeted participants, mentors and facilitators. 
The announcements were  published through 
circulars disseminated across all human and 
veterinary health central and regional  units 

and directorates and through ONMNE website. 
The inclusion criteria were listed on the an-
nouncements based on T-FETP requirements. 
As an initial step, interested candidates were 
asked to fill an application form comprising 
open and closed ended questions. 

A meeting with pre-selected mentors for co-
hort 3 was held at the ONMNE, on Novem-
ber 21st 2019. During this meeting, the Pro-
gram Director and the Scientific Coordinator 
presented the T- FETP curriculum and its ap-

proach; as well as the role and responsibilities 
of mentors with an overview regarding the 
two first cohorts’ mentorship. The pre–select-
ed mentors were also interviewed regarding 
their skills, qualifications and experience.

A meeting with T-FETP Cohort Three instruc-
tors and facilitators was held at the ONMNE 
on November 25th 2019 and was facilitated by 
the T-FETP Director and Scientific Coordinator. 
During the meeting, attendees received an 
overview on the Cohort Three curriculum and 
exchanged experiences and ideas regarding 

the priority areas of research and study that 
the T-FETP participants and graduates could 
conduct in the future. These areas highlight 
issues of relevance to  the Tunisian regional 
and local health system, including challenges. 
They are designed to help create a better un-
derstanding of the health problems in Tunisia.

Sudan Field Epidemiology Training Program Evaluates its Performance

Tunisia Field Epidemiology Training Program Integrates the Use of 
Technology

The Tunisia Feld Epidemiology Training Program Calls Opens  Application 
Process for Cohort Three

Tunisia Program Director and Coordinator Meet with Prospective Mentors

Tunisia’s Cohort Three Instructors and Facilitators Meet to Discuss 
Program Curriculum 
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The Tunisia Field Epidemiology Training Pro-
gram received 26 completed application forms 
for Cohort Three, out of which, only 21 met the 
selection criteria and thus were invited to partic-
ipate to the information meeting that took place 
at the ONMNE on December 4th 2019. During 
this meeting, the program’s technical team in-
troduced the audience to the FETP approach 
and structure, and they oriented them about the 
T-FETP objectives, rules, reporting requirements, 
and deliverables.  Candidates were also updated 

on the curriculum, the schedule of the different 
modules, the topics expected to be covered by 
the five field activities and the evaluation crite-
ria adopted by the program. After this meeting, 
participants took a test on biostatistics, public 
health surveillance, and field epidemiology and 
computer skills. They then sat for an interview 
with program directors. The 16 candidates (10 
physicians and 6 Veterinarians) who got the 
highest overall score were officially accepted as 
the residents of Cohort Three.

Yemen Field Epidemiology Training Program 
residents participated efficiently in a nationwide 
Measles and Rubella Immunization Campaign. 
Their role involved the provision of training, su-
pervision and support to vaccinators in differ-
ent parts of the country. They also participated 
in awareness campaign to encourage parents 
to vaccinate their children, this feature came in 
response to increasing rumors and widespread 
hesitance. They were involved in this campaign 
between February 18 and 22, 2019. 

As a part of their commitment to strengthen-
ing health systems through generating and dis-
seminating evidence-based data, residents of 
the Y-FETP supported various health programs 
within the Ministry of Public Health and Pop-
ulation, by updating and improving the quali-
ty of surveillance conducted. The Y-FETP resi-

dents achieved this goal through establishing 
automated database to be used by these pro-
grams. Systems administrators and users have 
also been trained on how to use the developed 
databases, thus adding to the residents’ expe-
riences.  This initiative took place from March 1 
to April 19, 2019.

Tunisia’s Prospective Candidates for Cohort Three Sit for a Pre-Selection 
Meeting

Residents from Yemen Participate in Nationwide Measles and Rubella 
Immunization Campaign in Yemen

The Yemen Field Epidemiology Training Program Establishes Surveillance 
System Databases
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S P O T L I G H T 
S T O R Y
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At the TEPHINET 10th Global Scientific Confer-
ence  a total of 98 abstracts were selected for 
poster presentations and another 96 were se-
lected for oral presentations. Additionally, six 
abstracts were selected for poster presenta-
tions and another six were selected for oral 
presentations to be presented within a special 
session for Frontline (PHEP) FETPs, and finally a 
special session for FETP Alumni was also held 
as part of the event, where six more abstracts 
were selected for oral presentations. Twen-
ty-Eight of these abstracts came from FETPs 
in the EMR namely from country programs in: 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 
Morocco, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia , and 
Yemen. 

V-FETP Bangladesh contributed to the con-
ference with one oral presentation titled ”The 
Analysis of Measles surveillance data Bangla-
desh, 2013-2017”. Similarly, FETP Egypt con-
tributed with two oral and two poster pres-
entations.  The oral presentations from Egypt’s 
country program were titled “ An Outbreak 
of Hemorrhagic Symptoms –Behira Governo-
rate, Egypt, 2018” and  “A Large Staph aureus 
Food Poisoning Outbreak among Hotel Guests, 
Sharkia Governorate, Egypt- July 2018” respec-
tively . Poster presentations presented by FETP 
Egypt residents were titled “Knowledge, Atti-
tude and Practice regarding Antimicrobials Mis-
use in Egypt: A Cross-Sectional National Survey 

of Community Pharmacy Staff, 2018” and “Risk 
factors and genomic investigation of a cluster 
of Carpabenemase producing Klebsiella Pneu-
moniae at a tertiary hospital ICUs-Egypt, 2016-
2017”. 
FETP Iraq was also represented at the confer-
ence with one poster presentation titled “Post-
partum Depression among Mothers Attending 
Primary Health Care Centers in Baghdad, Iraq, 
2018” , while FETP Jordan had three poster 
presentations on display in the conference ti-
tled “Trend of Cutaneous Leishmaniasis in Jor-
dan, 2010- 2016”, “  Epidemiological Profile of 
Human Brucellosis in Jordan, 2017”, and “Still-
births in Jordan: rate, causes”

Also, from our region,  FETP Morocco showed 
a very active presence with two oral and four 
poster presentations. The oral presentation 
from FETP Morocco was titled “Access for Public 
Health Care of refugees and migrants in Rabat, 
Morocco 2018” and “Seroprevalence and risk 
factors of Human Brucellosis among livestock 
farmers and their entourage in Sidi Kacem , 
Morocco 2018: A Cross Sectional Study” respec-
tively.

The poster presentations on display from FETP 
Morocco were titled “ Evaluation of the Mater-
nal Death Surveillance System in the Maritime 
Region, Togo, 2018.”, “Epidemiological, clinical 
and biological profile of meningitis in Settat 

EMR Makes Notable Presence at the TEPHINET  10th Global 
Scientific Conference
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province-Morocco, 2008- 2018”, “Evaluation 
of surveillance system for measles – Morocco, 
2017”, and last but not least “Childhood cancer 
in Morocco: Patients characteristic’s and surviv-
al rate; Retrospective Cohort Study”

FELTP Pakistan also contributed to the con-
ference with three oral presentations titled 
“An Outbreak of Fever and Death in a Training 
Camp for Young Men – Kohat, Pakistan 2018”, 
“Outbreak Investigation of viral hepatitis E – 
Landikotal, Pakistan 2017”, and “Outbreak In-
vestigation of Extensive Drug Resistant Typhoid 
Fever - Hyderabad, Pakistan 2017”. The pro-
gram also had one oral presentation featured 
in the special alumni session titled “ Epidemi-
ology, Risk Factors and Clinical presentation of 
Neonatal Tetanus (NNT) cases admitted at Sifat 
Ghayur Shaheed Memorial Infectious Diseases 
Children (SGSMIDC) Hospital, Peshawar, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) January-April 2019”

FETP Saudi Arabia was also well represented 
in the conference with two oral and one post-
er presentation. The oral presentations were 
titled “Outbreak investigation of Salmonella: 

ALshenan Saudi Arabia, 2018. A case-control 
study” and “Prevalence of Pre-Diabetes among 
Saudi Male Adults Attending Primary Health 
Care Centers- Makkah City Saudi Arabia, 2019”. 
The poster presentation from FETP Saudi Ara-
bia was titled “Measles outbreak in Jeddah city, 
KSA 2017-2018: Matched Case-Control Study”
FETP Tunisia was present at the conference 
with two oral presentations titled “Measles out-
break investigation and public health response 
in Kasserine district. Tunisia, 2019” and “A Case 
control study of Human Brucellosis in Douz Dis-
trict. Tunisia,2018”, and last but not least FETP 
Yemen contributed to the agenda with one oral 
and one poster presentation titled “Dengue 
Fever Outbreak - Al Qahirah and Al Mudhaffar 
Districts, Taiz Governorate, Yemen, November 
2018” and “Diphtheria EpidemicYemen, June 
2017-August 2018”

FETP Afghanistan had one oral presentation 
abstract accepted, yet it was not presented at 
the conference. The was abstract titled “Inves-
tigation and control of Measles Outbreak in 
Dehdadi district, Balkh Province, Afghanistan, 
2017”
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Just for fun, we would like to test your knowledge
 
___________________ is the cause or set of causes of a disease and/ or condition 

•	 Education
•	 Epidemiology
•	 Etiology
•	 Viruse

Mass Screening is

•	 The proportion of people screened positive by a test and actually have the 
disease, this is the + value

•	 The standards of care, anyone that could be at risk should be screend
•	 The screening of people who are at high risk of disease

T E S T   YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

The Eastern Mediterranean Public Health Network (EMPHNET)
Abdallah Ben Abbas St, Building No. 42, Amman, Jordan

Tel: +962-6-5519962        Fax: +962-6-5519963   Email:comm@emphnet.net


