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Newsletter Issue No. 34 

Editor's Letter 

Dear Readers, 

GHD/EMPHNET is pleased to share with you the thirty-fourth 

edition of its quarterly newsletter. This issue brings you news 

from GHD/EMPHNET's activities across the region in the past 

quarter, focusing on projects that support countries in areas 

of polio eradication and routine immunization; field 

epidemiology; and prevention and control of infectious 

diseases. 

This issue also features a section that highlights the 

experience of three ambitious young individuals who 

interned at GHD/EMPHNET during the past three months. 

This section focuses on the beneficial GHD/EMPHNET 

internships which expose aspiring individuals to its areas of 

work and opens the door for creating a pool of 

potential talents that could be of value to public 

health in the region and beyond. 

The issue's last section provides readers with information on 

the International Health Regulations (IHR 2005) and their 

importance of achieving global health security. 

We wish you an enjoyable and beneficial reading of this 

newsletter. As always, we encourage your feedback to 

help us cater to our audience, in our future issues, in the 

most valuable and informative way. 

The Newsletter Editorial Team. 
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In This Issue 

• Feature Story: EMPHNET in Iraq: A Growing 

Collaboration Towards Strengthened Public 

Health Capacity 

• GHD/EMPHNET News:

o Supporting Workshop on Curriculum

Development for FETP-V in Bangladesh

o Supporting Planning Meeting to Perform

Internal Review of AFP

Surveillance in Morocco

o Supporting Multi-center, Hospital-based

Surveillance of Meningococcal Meningitis in

Iraq

• Meet GHD/EMPHNET's Interns

• Public Health Issue in Focus: International Health

Regulations
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GHD/EMPHNET Supports Workshop on Curriculum Development for FETP-V in Bangladesh 

To develop the curriculum for the Field Epidemiology Training Program for Veterinarians (FETP-V) in Bangladesh, 
the Department of Livestock Services (DLS) and Chittagong Veterinary and Animal Sciences University (CVASU) 
conducted a working group consultation workshop between April 19 - 20, 2019. 

Held in Dhaka, the workshop was supported by GHD/EMPHNET. Its participants represented the DLS; Ministry of 
Fisheries and Livestock; Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO); the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC); the Institute of Epidemiology Disease Control and Research (IEDCR); the International Center for Diarrhoeal 
Disease Research, Bangladesh (icddr,b); Bangladesh Agricultural University; Bangladesh Livestock Research Institute; 
Chittagong Veterinary and Animal Sciences University; EcoPublic Health Foundation; and Sher-e-Bangla 
Agricultural University. 

To finalize the curriculum and to prepare teaching and learning guidelines before the validation workshop, 
another session of the working group will be organized. Afterwards, three Interdependent international reviewers will 
be assigned to review the curriculum developed. This curriculum will then be sent to the Steering 
Committee meeting for approval. Read more. 

EMPHNET Supports Free Medical Day in Ghor Al Safi, 
Jordan 

EMPHNET recently collaborated with King Hussein 
Cancer Center, Jordan Ministry of Health (MoH), the 
Jordanian Society for the Care of Diabetes, AI-Balqa 
Applied University, and the Department of Pharmacy at 
Petra University in organizing a community outreach 
activity. This was a free medical day aimed at raising 
awareness on non-communicable diseases in the 
underserved rural area of Ghor Al-Safi, Jordan. The 
activity focused on women's health, diabetes, 
hypertension, cardiovascular health, and use of 
antibiotics. This event took place on May 3, 2019. Read 
more. 
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GHD/EMPHNET Supports Planning Meeting to Perform Internal Review of AFP Surveillance in Morocco 

Since 2017, GHD/EMPHNET has been working with the Morocco Ministry of Health (MoH) towards strengthening 
the surveillance of Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP), measles, and other vaccine preventable diseases (VPDs) 
throughout t� country. 

Within the framework of this collaboration, both parties met between June 19 and 21, 2019 in Rabat to plan 
for, internal review of AFP and other VPDs surveillance in Morocco. During this meeting, regional surveillance officers 
from all the country's regions presented key AFP performance indicators for 2018 as well as the progress in the 
implementation of the regional plans to improve AFP surveillance. Read more. 

GHD/EMPHNET and Afghanistan MoPH Collaborate to Enhance Supportive Supervision of Routine 
Immunization 

The Afghanistan Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) and GHD/EMPHNET are working to address the need for enhanced 
supportive supervision and monitoring within provincial Expanded Program on Immunization (EPI) teams. As such, GHD/ 
EMPHNET and the Ministry conducted a series of training workshops for over 100 public health professionals from 27 
provinces in Afghanistan. The participants were provincial EPI supervisors and trainers. The training workshops 
started in January of 2019 and concluded in May 2019 and were facilitated by teams from GHD/EMPHNET and the 
Ministry's EPI. Read more. 
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The International Health Regulations, IHR/ IHR 2005, are a legally binding agreement whereby 196 countries commit to 
strengthening global health security. The IHR were devised by the World Health Organization (WHO) "to prevent, protect 
against, control and provide a public health response to the international spread of disease in ways that are 
commensurate with and restricted to public health risks, and which avoid unnecessary interference with international 
traffic and trade." Compliance with these regulations enables countries to better prevent and control public health events 
that can transcend national borders. 

To guide countries towards the implementation of the IHR, the WHO developed a paper detailing seven areas of work for 
implementation: each area is explained with a goal, a rationale, expected results, and strategic approaches. 

The first area emphasizes international partnerships where countries collaborate in order to implement the IHR in a 
timely and effective manner. These partnerships are multi-national and multi-sectoral involving UN organizations, 
international aid agencies, NGOs, academia, professional associations, and others. The second area focuses on 
generating national action plans geared towards improving countries' capacities in emergency preparedness and 
response, as well as in the prevention and control of diseases. While these plans are specific to one country, they 
ultimately protect against the spread of public health risks beyond national borders. 
The third area of work pertains to strengthening measures at points of entry (Po Es) which are identified within the IHR as 
airports, ports, and crossings. Assisted and guided by the WHO, countries put into place measures at PoEs with the aim of 
ensuring that public health risks do not become a threat to the international community. To 
enable the WHO to better support countries in protecting themselves against public health events, the fourth area 
focuses on enhancing the WHO global alert and response system. A strong WHO alert and response system entails rapid 
identification and containment of public health risks and emergencies worldwide. While the fifth area aims to improve 
management of long-standing health risks, such as the influenza, SARS, and polio; the sixth involves sustaining the IHR 
new legal mechanisms. The latter is brought about through supporting countries in IHR training and assisting them in 
aligning national laws with the IHR. 

The seventh and last area is relevant to monitoring and evaluating of the IHR implementation through four tools. One is 
mandatory annual reporting, requesting countries to report to the World Health Assembly on their IHR capacities. 
Another is the Joint External Evaluations UEEs), which are non-mandatory and involve inter-country and inter-sector 
efforts in assessing countries' capacities in the prevention, detection, and response to public health events, whether man
made or natural. Another two voluntary tools are simulation exercises and after-action reviews. In simulation exercises, 
countries become aware of their weaknesses and strengths in relevance to IHR implementation. Considered an essential 
tool in monitoring IHR implementation, after action reviews, on the other hand, aim to assess response efforts 
following the conclusion of a public health event to recognize both successes and lessons learned. 

Implementation of the IHR across the globe is a long-term process where various stakeholders collaborate and partner 
with countries towards strengthening national capacities to achieve global health security. (Source: www.who.int) 
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